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<Abstract>

The characteristics and meaning of
<LeeHyeonGyeonglJeon>, an early heroine
novel

Park, Yang—Ri

The purpose of this research is to concretely examine the
characteristics of <LeeHyeonGyeongJeon>, an early heroine novel,
and the significance of a heroine novel in the context of history.

<LeeHyeonGyeongJeon> is divided into three parts consisting of
the story for establishing oneself in life containing military story, the
story for disclosing one's identity from diverse aspects, and the story
for meeting and parting between men and women due to marital
conflict, which are intimately connected to one another.
<LeeHyeonGyeongJeon>  comprises the main  character,
HyeonGyeong's process of disguising herself as a man, passing the
state examination, going to war and distinguishing herself at a battle,
and maximizing her social status. Unlike the works of the later
generations, the military story part is not magnified as an interesting
factor but is treated lightly. In case of the heroine novels of the later
generations, disclosing one's identity is presented in a unilinear mode
through an event. However, in case of <LeeHyeonGyeongleon>, it is
complicated enough to be boring and forms a significant part in the
whole work. This part reveals how great pains the author took about

the reason for HyeonGyeong to return to a woman. While other
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heroine novels, meanwhile, closely connect the description of making
a contribution and the description of meeting and parting between
men and women, <LeeHyeonGyeongJeon>describes the meeting and
parting between men and women in the latter part of the novel,
substituting the story of fight between husband and wife focusing on
marital conflict. Though the heroine nature of HyeonGyeong is clearly
expressed through such a process, the male main character, JangYeon
is described as a childish and shameful person.

The historical significance of <LeeHyeonGyeongJeon> as a heroine
novel can be found in several aspects. First, the structure of
establishing oneself in life, which is a core factor in a heroine novel,
was completed earnestly n <LeeHyeonGyeongJeon>.
<LeeHyeonGyeongJeon>can be said to be influenced by
<SeolJeoJeon>, the work of the previous times, in that the issue of
committing a rape on a woman by a powerful courtier. The perfect
structure of establishing oneself in life containing military story,
which <SeolJeoJeon> did not have, had not shown up until
<LeeHyeonGyeongJeon>was written. Second, advanced female
consciousness was discovered in the early heroine novel like
<LeeHyeonGyeongJeon>. Compared to the main character of
<SeolJeoJeon>, who returned to the life of woman without hesitation,
the main character of <LeeHyeonGyeongJeon> would not easily give
up her heroine nature. This means that an earnest study was
conducted on the women's sense of identity. Third, the work is
noteworthy in that it is an early novel which fully describes 'the
aesthetics of the imbalance between men and women'. Jang—Yeon,

who is a male main character of <LeeHyeonGyeongJeon>, is dull and
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inferior to Hyeon-Gyeong in all respects. Even in a face-to-face
confrontation between the two characters, Hyeon-Gyeong defeats him.
This suggests that the early heroine novel follow the aesthetics of the
imbalance between men and women more faithfully than the works of

the later generations do.

Key Words : LeeHyeonGyeongJeon, heroine novel, SeolJeoJeon, the
aesthetics of the imbalance between men and women,
establishing oneself in life, disclosing one's identity,

meeting and parting between men and women
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