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<Abstracts>

The Research History of
Modern Korea Old Age Novel

Rhyu, Chong-Ryeol

Kim Byungik, Chun Idoo and other commentators have touched
upon the declining year of Korean novels through their several
journals and book reviews since 1970. They were often referred in
the history of literature as a type of urban novels in the 1990s. On
top of that, they were technically categorized as a type of novel like
declining years. When it comes to the result of somewhat
fundamental research of them, one can make mention upon <The
Consciousness of the Older Generation> <Study of Korean Old Aged
II> <Study of Korean Old Aged III> and <Study of Korean Old Aged
IV> published by “Gathering Thinking of Literature” after the late
1990s. In these nooks, Byun Jeonghwa, Seo Jungja, You Namok, Cho
Hoekyung, Seo Soonhee and others deal with the novels of decling
years.

Current research includes <Novel telling the Old Aged> compiled
by Kim Yoonsik and Kim Mihyun and their commentators, <Study of
Modern Novel of Korean Old Aged> by Choi Myungsook, Hwang
KookMyung’s commentators in <Modern Literature Critique>, and
papers by Chun Heungnam. Most of all, these could set up a
fundamental foundation for Korean novels of declining years. Novels

of declining years were periodically able to set a foot in the literary
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world by dealing with the older aged through industrialization and
modernization of the late 1970s. Some of depictors treat with negative
aspects of the declining years such as disintegration as a result of
industrialization, urbanization, and the increasing side effect by the old
aged. Other delineators deal with positive circumstances by dint of
philosophical introspection of human existence and isolation through
the bitterness of their life.

Key Words : Modem Korea Old Age Novel, History of research,
Literature in the period of industrialization, Issues of
Old Aged, Study of Senescence



