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<Abstract>

A Study on the Formation of the National Workers'
Literary Association and Collective Creative Labor

Poetry in Laborer Literary Movement
Heo, Yo—Han’

This study examines cultural subjectivity formation within the Korean
working class through the National Workers” Literature Association
(Jeonguk Nodongja Munhakhoe) in the 1980s-1990s, focusing on the
intersection of politics and art. This subaltern writing disrupted the
bourgeois literary system, navigating internal tensions like creative
stagnation caused by conscious workers becoming union executives.
Tracing “national”(jeon-guk) as a transformative signifier after 1987, the
paper utilizes newly discovered pamphlets to investigate the 1989 First
National Labor Literature Club Festival(Daedongje), which forged a
nationwide anti-capitalist network.

Furthermore, it analyzes the Masan Club’s short epic poem “Crossing
the Blue Waves of the Hyunhaetan” to define its agitational nature,
which utilized montage to insert struggle-site voices into the narrative of
worker “Jeong-sun,” inheriting the KAPF lineage. It also examines the
Bucheon Group's collective play “Into Ten Million Flames,”
demonstrating how poetry was remediated into a polyphonic performing
art integrating traditional percussion(pungmul), songs, and slogans.

Ultimately, these practices represent avant-garde labor art that dismantled

* Academy of East Asian Studies, Sungkyunkwan University.
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cultural hierarchies, performing a strategic agitation urging the

construction of the National Council of Trade Unions(Jeonnohyup).

Key Words: Workers’ Cultural and Artistic Movement, Workers’
Literature Association, National Workers’ Literature

Association, Working-Class Poetry, Popularization of the

Labor Movement
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