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<Abstract>

A Study on Storytelling of Choice on TV
Drama

- focus on Character of Multiple Personality -
Park, Myeong-Suk’

The purpose of this study is to understand the aspects of
storytelling about ‘choice’ found in characters with multiple
personality disorder appearing in TV dramas. This will be a part of
not only figuring out the contemporary status of ‘choice’ and the
characteristics of choosing of the subject but also understanding the
aspects of storytelling in the latest TV dramas. In the 21st century,
scientific  technology including artificial intelligence, big data,
algorithms, and complex systems is rapidly growing, and also, the
ecosystem of choice is changing and becoming reconceptualized
dramatically as well. The examples are the choice of multiple-
heterogeneous subjects, inversion of criteria—choices from choices
based on criteria to criteria grounded on the accumulation of choices,
a choice at the future point, and the phenomena of storytelling about
choice, and so on. Such contemporary status of ‘choice’ is more
clearly dealt with in the storytelling of TV dramas, particularly
dramas where the main character with multiple subjects is appearing.
Here, this author takes MBC's <Kill Me, Heal Me> and SBS <It's
Okay, That’s Love> as the objects of analysis as they attained high

* Changwon National University
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ratings and had scripts published to obtain popularity as well as
significant fruition in terms of material value. The characteristic
aspects of choice found in these dramas are summed up as below:

First of all, the heroes suffering from multiple personality disorder
and the persona tend to go with decentralized choice. This is the
desire of choice preceding their own identity. It reveals the primitivity
of the act of choosing itself. Also, it is the mystery of choice shown
in the transition from multiple personality to multiple subjects. Such
decentralized choice lets the people having an impulse to live through
multiple personality and dreaming of uncontrollable love of salvation
at the same time become satisfied vicariously. It is, in fact, the
practical drive of ratings and also the rebellion against reasonable
choice theory or manipulation of choice in capitalistic society. The
viewers empathize with just leaving choice as something in creative
area that is unpredictable or inconceivable. That is why they feel
sympathy about the choice resulted from it and give support to the
beauty of choice.

Next, the characteristics of the heroes’ hegemonic choices to
recover the main personality are found intensively in the story.
Concretely, it 1s about the provision and reproduction of a story. With
constant aid from the listener, other personalities provide a story to
the social personality voluntarily, and the personality understands the
story holistically, which allows the main personality to obtain its
hegemony. Also, there are storytelling and exchanging. The main
character talks about his secrete story in childhood that he has been
reluctant to accept, trying to ignore, denying through unconscious

suppression, and wrapping inside their social persona and unwilling to
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talk out to the outer personality in order to build up the integrated
personality. Here, we can be again sure of the fact that the story is a
powerful tool to seize hegemony. When the story is made use of, it is
needed to done preferentially to recognize value of the story. While
the main characters have each of the personalities reproduce their
stories as a chance to come to an end, they mention the possibility of
exchanging stories with the main personality, which builds up trust
for recognition. In the reality that choice is broadening its absolute
influence, viewers have agreed to place the direction of choice in the
attributes of a story. It is either equipped with totality or towards the
sustainable story.

This study has again found that in TV dramas, ‘choice’ is the
universal keyword that reflects individuals’ identity and social trends
and also reveals the psychology of crowds while playing roles as a
sight that attracts and collects the public choices and lets us figure

out its contemporariness.

Key Words: TV Drama, Choice, Storytelling, Multiple Personality,

decentraized choice, hegemonic choice
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