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<Abstract>

Contemplation on the Religious Imagination in
Mok—wol Park's Poem, “Mother”

Kim, Jeong—Su*

Until now, Mok-wol Park's later poetry has been primarily understood
as embodying metaphysical transcendence based on classical theism.
However, this study argues that Mok-wol Park explored the interbeing
and perichoresis relationship between the self and God based on his
imagination of motherhood. The poetic motif that most effectively
captures this sentiment is the mother-son relationship depicted in the
poem “Mother.” This motif has three main characteristics: (1) mutual
dependence through shared suffering and empathy, (2) constancy, which
signifies that something is fundamentally predestined, and (3)
omnipresence as a response. Within this religious imagination, God is
not conceptualized as a patriarchal deity; rather, the divine is envisioned
as a transcendent yet immanent being who embodies a loving God who
forms a unified body with creation through a process of mutual
circulation. This contains the intimate communality of “self, God, and
world” achieved through deep mutual dependence, what is called
intersubjective lyricism.

Key Words: Mok-wol Park, mother, mother and son, perichoresis,
panenthiesm, and transcendence in immanence
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