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<Abstract>

The Politics of Culture and Imagination of

Commonality of the Early 1920s

- Socialist planning of the Commons Culture
Movement and Folk Literature of the "New Life" -

Kim, Kyung-yeon

This essay starts with the awareness that the influence of the New
Life has not been enough illuminated, questioning the orthodoxy that
the politicization of the literary movement is ignited in the “Flame”
and “PASKYULA” and blazed up through the wind of KAPF, and the
history of KAPF is understood as the whole of the Socialist
Literature and Art Movement. The New Life launched in 1922
launched and attempted to rmnise a new literary movement.
Reilluminating this journal's plan for the imagination of a new
‘commonality’ beyond imperialism and nationalism, the Common
Culture Movement and Popular Literature to materialize the concept of
Socialism, I will examine the reality and meaning of the “culture
politics” practiced by the contemporary socialists before it was unified
by the Comintern type of Marxism and organize by KAPF.

In the early 1920s, socialists who proclaimed themselves as the
avant-gards eagerly participated in re-imagining a new commonality
to transcend nationalism and imperialism in the revolutionary
atmosphere of 3 -1 Political Movement declining by 1922, and

attempted to reappropriate the culture as a political device to actualize
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such an imagination. In other words, they planned a cultural politics

in another dimension different from the “cultural politics” misused as

governmental techniques of the colonial empire and the “cultural

movement” of the nationalist camp. Thus, the cultural movement of

New Life proclaiming “commoners’ cultural construction” and “folk

literary studies” could not be disapproved running counter to the

social/political movements, and could be evaluated as an attempt to
show the potentiality of the politics of literature and political

aesthetics.

Key Words :

New Life, socialism, reconstruction, sensibility, cultural
politics, cultural movement, the popular culture, the
people literature
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