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<Abstract>

The Growth of Socially Withdrawn
Adolescents in Young Adult Fiction

- The Case of Pyo Myung-hee's “Prepared for
You” and Off-Road Diary -

Jeong, Yong-Ho

This study examines the significance of growth narratives of
socially withdrawn adolescents in Pyo Myung-hee’s early young adult
fiction, focusing on Prepared for You (2007) and Off-Road Diary
(2010). While previous studies on Pyo Myung-hee’'s works have
largely concentrated on refugee narratives, this paper seeks to extend
the discussion by exploring the meaning of growth embodied by
socially withdrawn adolescents in her early novels.

As the short story Prepared for You expands into the novel
Off-Road Diary, the growth of socially withdrawn adolescents is no
longer depicted merely as a return to society or the restoration of
normality. Instead, adolescents are portrayed as subjects who move
fludly between online and offline spaces, reconstructing their
1dentities through diverse relationships and actively shaping their own
worlds. Off-Road Diary presents a narrative in which adolescents’
choices and desires become more distinct, redefining socially
withdrawn youth not as figures of maladjustment but as autonomous

subjects who exist meaningfully in their own positions.

* University of Ulsan
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Furthermore, through the contrasts between “on-road” and
“off-road,” as well as between “online” and “offline,” the novel reveals
that adolescent identity cannot be fixed within a single social
framework. It also exposes the limitations of conventional, offline-
centered social norms imn fully accounting for the realities of
adolescents’ lives. Pyo Myung-hee’s young adult fiction thus offers a
new perspective that moves beyond viewing socially withdrawn
adolescents solely as objects of correction or reintegration, instead
understanding them as beings who actively establish the foundations
for their own growth within relational contexts.

This perspective resonates with the identity struggles of refugees,
who are similarly positioned as social outsiders whose identities are
defined by boundaries and displacement. In this sense, the growth
narrative of socially withdrawn adolescents can be understood as
forming a conceptual continuity with refugee narratives, serving as an
mmportant foundation for the thematic development of Pyo
Myung-hee’s later young adult fiction.

Key Words: growth, youth, reclusive adolescent, young adult

literature, adolescent fiction
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