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<Abstract>

The Restoration and Expansion of Memory
Shown in the Postwar Novel of Geunchan Ha

- focusing on the productive transformation of
‘hometown’ and the father

Lee, Ho-Gyoo"

The origin of 60s’ and 70s’ literature of Geunchan Ha is the space
of ‘hometown” and the ‘main agent’, father. The space of hometown is
place together with the time period of the Japanese colonial era and
the Korean War and established three-dimensionally in memory. The
main agent, father, is also placed in the space, hometown, and the
time, the period, overlapped with the neighbors who exist in the
memory of the writer, and expanded to the people.

This paper focuses on short stories of Ha from the late 1920s,
when ‘Sunaneedae’, the story he debuted with, was released to the
late 1970s, and tries to explore the origin of Ha's literature through
the experience of spatio—temporal experience of father and hometown,
the memory of childhood(son's memory) and bringing it to present.

The 60s’ and 70s’ representative works of Ha take as its
background the countryside during the Japanese colonial era or post
Korean War era. The agony and story of tears of Jeollado people that
are melt in the dialect of Gyeongsangdo people are the foundation of

universality, distinctiveness, and power of Ha's literature.

* Dong-Eui Univ.
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He was neither a leftist nor a rightist and got to see his father who
lived his whole life faithfully as a teacher shot as a victim in slander
and trickery. That made him look at the period in an objective way
without leaning toward one side.

The memory of his father stayed with Ha throughout his childhood.
Remembering his father is remembering his childhood and his
childhood exists with the Japanese colonial era. Recollecting and
reflecting on the childhood memory during the Japanese colonial era
may be the natural task in his literary journey. Along with his
memory with his father, he brings back his childhood memory during
the Japanese colonial era.

Ha sees it through that the absurdity and wounds during the
Japanese colonial era and the Korean War still remains as pain that
should be overcome. That is the reason why Ha's literature does not
stay as something of the past and holds the strong critical power of
the 60s and 70s.

Key Words : Postwar, Korean war, hometown, father, Japanese

colonial era, nation
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