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<Abstract>

Questioning the Common Sense of Edibility:

A Study of Korean Vegetarian Fiction
Baek, Jong—Ryun*

This article critically examines Korean fiction that questions the
common sense of edibility by distancing itself from the dominant
cultural logic that legitimizes the use and consumption of animals.
Specifically, it examines how such fiction seeks to reconfigure society’s
common sense regarding which beings are deemed acceptable to kill and
consume through sustained reflection on ethical relations between human
and nonhuman animals. To this end, it analyzes the mechanisms through
which animals become absent referents in meat consumption, as well as
the representational conventions that reduce vegetarianism and veganism
to an unnatural form of asceticism. As an alternative, it discusses the
redirection of desire and the proliferation of connections through queer
eros. The article also examines fiction that employs the motif of
cannibalism to position humans not as predators but as prey.
Furthermore, it considers fiction that, by attending to the forms of
relations between human and animal lives and to the personhood and/or
personality of nonhuman animals, advances the idea that animals, as
fellow creatures, are no more objects for consumption than humans are.
Moreover, at a time when cultured meat is expected to enable meat

consumption without entailing the death of animals, the article argues

* Seoul National University.
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that the imaginative capacity to transform the very worldview shaping
future human-animal relations is more important than gambling
everything on technological progress. Lastly, it examines young adult
fiction centered on vegetarianism, argues for the need to develop vegan
communication strategies, and considers literature’s capacity to foster
storied empathy and communities of connection. Examining how Korean
literature has grappled with the complex ethical and political questions
surrounding the consumption of animals, this article seeks to contribute
to richer discourses on vegetarianism and veganism as practices of
resistance to the global capitalist system that drives the lives of us all,

human and nonhuman alike, toward catastrophe.

Key Words: Vegetarianism, Veganism, Animal, Human-animal
Relationship, Queer Eros, Cannibalism, Cultured Meat,

Climate Crisis, Cli-fi, Absent Referent
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