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<Abstract>

A Study on Unpublished Full-length

Autobiographical Novels of Jeong-Han Kim

- Memory of Colonial Modern and Aspect of
Self-representation -

Kim, Kyung-Yeon’

This paper investigates the strategy and specificity shown by
self-representative narration of Yosan Jeong-Han Kim, who recorded
his colonial modern experience through unpublished or incomplete
autobiographical full-length novels. Autobiographical novels of
Jeong-Han Kim excavated by the Yosan Commemoration Society in
2008 has multiple titles like ‘Osilburak’, ‘Nakdong River and ‘A River
that Never Runs Dry. Among these novels, TA River that Never
Runs Dryy embraces the period from 1928 to the time after liberation
m 1945. Although it ended up being an unfinished work, it is
overwhelming in length compared to "Osilburak; and "Nakdong River;.
In this sense, this work is considered as the final autobiographical
novel conceived by the writer.

This paper first examines the entire picture of autobiographical
novels written by Jeong—Han Kim. The three works titled "Osilburaky,
MNakdong River; and TA River that Never Runs Drys are identical in
that they all start from the wedding march of ‘Bunok’ in the spring of
1928, do not illustrate childhood of Yosan, present characteristics of

* Pusan National University



Yosan literature where a father or elderly and a daughter-in-law or
woman replace the role of family protection and labor due to absence
of a son or young man, and are left unfinished. The following
representation strategies were found through detailed reading of
autobiographical novel.

First, he remembers and represents the colonial modern time
through ‘Iicheol’, a character made after Yosan himself, and a female
figure named ‘Bunok, who was modeled after his wife Bun-Geum
Cho. This seems to project characteristics of Yosan literature that
regarded the aged and women, who are often ruled out in the
old-fashioned literary works, as non-modern subjects. In this aspect,
the autobiographical novel is similar to "Surado,. Bunok and her
grandmother in the autobiographical novel are direct imitations of
Buni’ and ‘Misses Gaya' from "Surado,. Both novels take the style of
a female growth narrative in which women tum into daughters—in-
law and mothers who sustain their families while embodying the
mass character. However, the two novels also have clear differences.
Whereas Misses Gaya of "Surado, is an active subject who joins the
historical change and negotiates with the patriarchal system, Bunok of
the autobiographical novel is illustrated as a figure who emphasizes
the suffering of women instead of being involved in history. Bunok
fails to break away from the typical form of traditional women.

Second, although Ilcheol is depicted as the subject who keeps
historical memory of the late colonial period, it is noteworthy that
Iicheol (Yosan) does not play an important part of this
autobiographical narrative. This may be the concept of the writer to
record the sufferings of the ethnic group projected on a family instead
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of an individual, but it may also be a characteristic of Yosan
literature that had been exploring indigenous reality of peasants and
people rather than intellectuals. On the one hand, Ilcheol reflecting
Yosan is represented as a rebellious intellectual who resists unfair
tyranny, and the colonial experience shown through Ilcheol is
uniformly recorded as a narrative of resistance by a rebellious Joseon
person. The true nature of colonialism is found not only in the
pro-Japanese group that wishes to become Japanese but also in
Naeson people who have implicitly internalized the colonial disciplines
in their daly life and body. The uniform narrative of Yosan that
removes the crack and consistently shows the suffering and
resistance may be a text that paradoxically presents the dangerous
nature of colonialism and a candid record of the colonial modern

experience that filled the horror of colonialism with emptiness.

Key Words : Jeong-Han Kim, autobiographical novel, A River that
Never Runs Dryj, "Osilburaks, "Nakdong Rivers,
colonial modern, self-representation, female narrative,

colonialism, humanism, popular literature
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