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<Abstract>

The Meaning of ‘Hometown' and ‘Nostalgia’ in Oh
Young—soo's Poetry of the Liberation Period

— Focusing on the Significance of 'Old Tales'-
Jeong, Yong—Ho*

This paper incorporates prior research on Oh Young-soo’s poetry from
the liberation period and examines how the themes of ‘hometown’ and
‘nostalgia’ found within them are connected to the realities of the time.
The issues of unfreedom and poverty, which persisted even during the
liberation period, remained unresolved even during Oh Young-soo’s
tenure at Gyeongnam Public Girls’ High School. It is believed that this
reality influenced his poetic creation and shaped the themes of his
poems.

First, Oh Young-soo drew upon the emotion of ‘nostalgia’ from his
experiences of having to leave his hometown, whether voluntarily or
involuntarily. The place names and landscapes specifically mentioned in
his poems are not only connected to his childhood experiences but also
represent traces of the ‘poverty’ commonly witnessed around the
liberation period. It is evident that Oh Young-soo utilized these aspects
as poetic material. It was confirmed that ‘nostalgia’ also conveyed a
message to endure and accept reality.

Subsequently, in poems featuring the sibling relationship as a motif,

Oh Young-soo affirms the past, expressed as ‘sad stories’ and ‘old

* University of Ulsan.
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tales.” This is also connected to the scene in a work containing a
message for a graduating female student, where she is told to find her
‘old plumage.” Oh Young-soo’s repeated references to stories and
memories of the past are aligned with the affirmation of the ‘Nakdong
River,” which penetrates the past and present of the Korean Peninsula.
The ‘forest,” as a space open toward the primeval era, also demonstrates
Oh Young-soo’s perceptual patterns that affirms the value of the past
spanning the present.

The message in Oh Young-soo’s poetry to accept the present while
enduring ‘nostalgia,” and the suggestion to remember ‘old stories’ as
‘sad tales,” contain the potential to expand into the characteristics of his
novels, such as the affirmation of a pre-modern, archetypal world and

the development of narratives accompanied by stories (folktales).

Key Words: Oh Young-Soo, Poem, Liberation Period, Hometown,
Nostalgia, Old tales

I =28+ 20261 03¢ 28Y
I AAE 20269 048 17Y
I AT=Hy 0 2026 048 19Y



