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<Abstract>

From the Information System of Parasitic
Economy and Parasitic Noise: A Rereading of
Lee Gwang-Soo's The Pioneer

Lim, Tae-Hun

The purpose of this study is to provide a new interpretation of The
Pioneer from the perspective of parasitic economy. The first half of
the novel is comprised of the conflict between the economics of
mutual aid and predatory financial capital. Seung-Jae’s household had
believed and practiced the economics of mutual aid for generations,
but it eventually falls for financial capital, which aims to maximize
profit seeking. The relationship of Seung-Jae's family with the
laboratory is also related to economics. Seung—Jae's laboratory is a
site subjected to the financial order of the real world where Hansung
Bank, loan—sharks, and legal personnel are all intertwined, as well as
a site representing the mutually parasitic patriarchy. This is why, as
the story progresses in the second half of the novel, the division
between the economics of mutual aid and predatory financial capital
becomes blurred, with schemes and attempts to plunder and steal
abound. The Pioneer, thus, can be considered an account of the
parasitic economy.

In each scene where the parasites look for ways to survive, or try

to capture hosts for parasitization, The Pioneer characteristically

* DGIST (Daegu Gyeongbuk Institute of Science and Technology)
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becomes more sensitive to sound and hearing. In the information
system of parasites that plunder and steal from each other, the
hierarchy and codification of messages and noise, and language and
sound change very sensitively based on power relations. “Sound”
reveals the information that is codified in unique ways for every
parasitic relationship network.

This study is largely divided into three sections. The first section
analyzes what kinds of parasitic relationship networks exist, focusing
on Seung-Jae's laboratory, using the approach of previous studies to
view The Pioneer as a science fiction novel. The next section
examines the forms of parasitic economy that plunder and steal from
each other, through the series of processes conducted for the
operation, loss, and restoration of the laboratory. The third section
explores how the issues of “parasitism” and “noise” can be considered
together through the characteristic narrative regarding “sound” and

“hearing” in The Pioneer.

Key Words : Lee Gwang-Soo, The Pioneer, Parasite, Michel Serres,
Parasitic Economy, Parasitic Noise, Noise, Rentier,

Science, Laboratory
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