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<Abstract>

The Life-writings of Working Class and the
Context of History of the Labor Literature

Kim, Sung-hwan’

The life-writings of working class are a type of the literature of
the working class practiced in the category of the labor movement in
the 1980s. The life-writings inherited the laborer's essays in the
1970s, and it was published in a collection of life-writings in the
1980s and played a social role. Although the life-writings, which is
part of laborer’s literature, was noted as a form that embodies the
self-reliance and classiness of working class, and was given the
meaning of resistance to the elite—centered literary discourse,
discussions on its literary nature were not carried out in earnest in
connection with the labor novels.

Since the 1990s, the space for the life-writings has been reduced
and discussions on literary nature seem to have stopped. At this time,
the life-writings can be isolated as a form of writing movement
expressed in a short period of 10 years. In this article, looking at the
significance of the life-writings of working class, not the existence of
it alone, but the significance of the whole space of the literature of
the working class and how it expanded according to the
circumstances. Although the life-writings are bound by the
self-regulation of 'simple writing’, the writing of working class is

carried out in various ways by the direction of the subjectivity and

* Inje University.
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class of laborers. Depending on the characteristics of the media, it can
lead to refined writing, and it can be connected to the true novels.
This 1s possible because there was awareness of writing and
willingness to negotiate actively with literary forms. As a result, the
life-writings pioneered the horizon of labor literature and became the
source of the analysis of the literacy of working class through the
life-long history of the academic world.

With the weakening of the labor movement in the 1990s, the
writing of working class also unfolded in a different way, and the
life-writings section of the Jeon Tae-il Literary Award(Hejd &+
h) shows the aspect well. It can be seen that Jeon Tae-il’s writings
in literature have already been developed in competition with the
mass media, and have spread to formalized and popular writing under
the influence of the media. As such, the writings of the working class
were a form of writing that could be extended in various directions
due to the unformatted formality. The life-writings are considered to
function as an active literary style experimenting with new writing

mode within the category of labor literature.

Key Words : the life-writings of working class, the writings of the
working class, labor literature, labor novels, “The
Barrier”, “An Age of Distrust”, Jeon Tae-il Literary
Award, the literacy of working class, historical writing

of working class
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