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<Abstract>

Literature of the Japanese Military “Comfort
Women” and Its Intersection with Korean
American Literature:

Focusing on White Chrysanthemum

Jang, Soo-Hee’

This study examines the characteristics of Japanese military
“comfort women” narratives in Korean American literature, focusing
on Mary Lynn Bracht's White Chrysanthemum. Chapter 1 offers an
overview of Korean American “comfort women” narratives and shows
that they are closely comnected to the historical event of the
“post-testimony” era. This is because, by engaging with the histories
of “comfort women” victimization and Japanese colonial violence,
Korean American writers began to narrativize and actively interpret
the “comfort women” issue as it is sensed and experienced from a
Korean American standpoint. Chapter 2 discusses the contexts in
which this cross—cutting narrative form emerged. By examining the
key legal issues at stake in the comfort women lawsuit filed in the
United States, it highlights the effects and implications produced by
such an intersecting formal structure. Chapter 3 analyzes how White
Chrysanthemum represents the “comfort women” story alongside the

temporally subsequent post-liberation history of the April 3 Jeju

* Dong-a University
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Incident (4.3), and argues that the novel obscures U.S. responsibility
within its narrative. Chapter 4 explores how the stories of women
who were taken to the battlefield as “comfort women” are juxtaposed
with the stories of women who witnessed that violence and remained
behind. Through these analyses, this study underscores the
significance of Korean American literature —produced within the
broader terrain of U.S. literary production —addressing Korean history,
as well as the ethnic—national and gendered harms of the colonial
period. At the same time, it argues that such narratives can function
to narratively conceal U.S. responsibility within modern Korean
history, and it is in this critical intervention that the study finds its

contribution.

Key Words: Japanese Military “Comfort Women”, Jeju 4.3 Uprising,
“Comfort Women "Narratives, White Chrysanthemum, K
orean American Literature, Intersecting Narrative Struct

ures
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