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<Abstract>

A Study on Circulating Business and
Printing of the Old Novels
in Terms of Commodity Production

Lee, Min—Heui"

This paper deals with the emergence of novels in the aspect of
commodity production, the attempt to give meaning to the issue of
reading, publishing, and novel reading from a transitional perspective.
It is not merely to evaluate book sellers and publishers as production
subjects that have led to the commercial success of Korean
oldnovels, but rather to monopolize the novel distribution and
publishing market, to determine form and price. Books for rent and
print novels are popular novels. These novels contain commercial
morality that embraced Confucianism. Publishers, mortals and book
sellers are actively seeking to increase the value of their products.

The increase in commercialized novels means that novels have
changed from ‘ideology—centered ethics novels to ‘entertainment
—oriented popular novels. It means that the ideology that the artist
pursues individually combines with the morals of the producers, and
another form of ideology, that is, the commercial morality of the
production subject, i1s transferred into the work.

This paper also examines the characteristics of the novels published

in the late 19th century by the production and distribution of novels,

* Kangwon National University
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focusing on the novel Namwon-gosa(Fg/F i) in the mid-nineteenth
century. As a result, I considered that Namwon-gosa corresponds to
the novel of planning product produced by the production subject for
circulating books. And the step-by—step narrative development pattern
based on the ‘lifetime narrative structure of the hero, which is
commonly seen in the heroic novels is a sales narrative device for
enhancing commercial value.

When these discussions are combined and supplemented with more
detailed cases and arguments, the evaluation of popular novels, which
are evaluated as the characteristics of the circulating books’ culture
and printed books’ culture in the 18th and 19th century. From this
point of view, if we look at the history of literature in the nineteenth
century, the existing research view that we have defined as ’the

history of stagnation and reaction’ requires inventories.

Key Words: Commodity Production, Production Subject, Commercial
Morality, Narmwon-gosa( #/5 &i7il), Lifetime Narrative

Structure of the Hero, Poplar Novel, Commercial Value
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