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<Abstract>

A Study on Park Il-dong's Poems Published in
Hanyang

— Zainichi Korean Perceptions of the Homeland and the

Development of Resistant Utterance

Son, Nam—Hoon

This article examines the poetry of Park Il-dong, who published 113
poems in Hanyang, a Korean-language general magazine produced by
Zainichi Koreans, in order to clarify how a Zainichi Korean poet’s
perception of the homeland developed into a language of social criticism
and resistance. After the so-called literary spy incident of 1974,
Hanyang was officially banned from circulation in South Korea and was
forced to reorganize its poetic field around Zainichi Korean and
overseas Korean writers. Within this changed media environment, Park
II-dong emerged as one of the central poets who continuously responded
to the editorial orientation of Hanyang and to major political events in
modern Korean history.

Park’s early poetry begins with “The Death of a Dancer,” in which
the death of an artist is reinterpreted as a protest against harsh reality.
In poems such as “Rubber Shoes” and “Legend,” he depicts poverty and
exploitation in South Korea through concrete objects and situations.
Poverty in these poems is not presented as a justification for
developmentalist mobilization, but as a sign of structural contradictions

produced by colonial experience, war, division, dictatorship, and
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dependence on foreign powers. Park then repeatedly invokes the April
Revolution in poems such as “The Square,” “Stones and a Long
Sword,” and “The April 19 Memorial Tower.” In these works, the April
Revolution changes from a sublime memory to be preserved into a
weapon of struggle to be inherited, and finally into a historical
genealogy of people’s resistance linking Kim Ju-yeol, Jeon Tae-il, and
the Gwangju Uprising.

After the mid-1970s, Park’s poetry became more direct in its criticism
of the Yushin regime, the new military regime, and U.S. involvement in
Korean politics. Poems such as “Curse,” “A Murderer’s Plea,” “The
People of Masan,” “To Chun Doo-hwan,” and “We Have Begun Again”
expose torture, manipulated trials, state violence, the Bu-Ma Democratic
Protests, the Gwangju massacre, and anti-American consciousness. For
Park, the homeland was not merely an object of nostalgia, but a site
where poverty, dictatorship, state violence, and foreign dependence
intersected. His poetry transforms the distance of the Zainichi Korean
position into a critical voice made possible from the relative outside of

South Korean state censorship.

Key Words: Hanyang, Park Il-dong, Zainichi Korean poetry, April
Revolution, Yushin regime, anti-dictatorship poetry, state

violence, homeland consciousness
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