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<Abstract>

A Study on the Aspects and Meanings of Dangun
Perception in the 1920s through Gaebyeok (1)

Park, Seong—Hye*

This study aims to identify the representations of Dangun recorded in
the magazine Gaebyeok. To this end, 76 Dangun-related texts were
selected from the magazine and analyzed by categorizing them into
Dangun mythology, theory, and discourse.

The representation of Dangun in Gaebyeok was primarily constructed
by its editorial staff, including Lee Du-seong, Kim Ki-jin, and Park
Dal-seong. Due to censorship, portions of the articles on Dangun
mythology and theory were either deleted prior to publication or
voluntarily removed by the writers; consequently, the originally intended
content could not be fully conveyed to the readers. However, restoring
these deleted sections reveals that Dangun was represented as the “Great
Progenitor” (Daehwangjo) of the Baedal nation, and the people of
colonial Joseon were invoked as the descendants of Dangun.

In Dangun discourse, while maintaining these representations, the
imagery was further reinforced through two main approaches. First, the
era of Dangun was portrayed as a “Golden Age”—a primordial era
embodying various qualities required by contemporary colonial Joseon.
Second, travelogues documenting journeys to Dangun-related sites

utilized a rhetorical strategy designed to evoke readers' emotions,

* The University of Seoul.
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following a narrative flow of: “recollection of Dangun through space —
forging a sense of connection to Dangun — expressing sorrow through
the contrast between the Baedal nation and colonial reality.” This guided
readers not only to remember Dangun but also to cultivate the strength
to overcome their circumstances with hope.

To materialize such representations, the Dangun myth recorded in
Samgungnyusa was utilized, supplemented by knowledge from
Daejonggyo. In particular, the texts emphasized the “Seonsim” (Good
Heart) of the Dangun tradition and regarded Hwanin as the “Mugeuk”
(the Ultimate), highlighting the connection between Heaven and
humanity. This represents an instance where “Innaicheon” (the doctrine
that Man is Heaven) was expressed through Dangun: by internalizing
divine attributes, humans—possessing the “Seonsim” found in Dangun's
spirit and the land—could ultimately achieve union with the divine and
realize Gaebyeok to restore a Golden Age like the Baedal nation. In
this way, Gaebyeok generated and reinforced the representation of

Dangun as a form of cultural memory.

Key Words: Gaebyeok, Dangun, 1920s, Cheondogyo, Censorship, Myth,

Discourse, Lee Du-seong, Kim Ki-jin, Park Dal-seong

: 20264 038 29Y
2026 048 1Y
2026 04 11Y

o> T

;__
=2 > [
Jor o o
oz HU >



