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<Abstract>

A Study on the Subversion of Poems by Choi
Seung-ja

Oh, Deok-Ae’

This paper paid attention to the creative source of poems by Choi
Seung—Ja through the preface of her texts published in the 1980s. In
the 1980s when she actively performed, the political oppression like
the Gwangju Democratic Uprising went to extreme, and the woman
literature caused the rapid change from the wviolence of power
symbolized as father. Choi Seung-Ja’'s poems were also mainly
researched in the aspect of feministic perception while the negativity,
self-destruction, death drive, and failure and pain of love were
interpreted as creative and productive meanings. Thus, this paper
aims to discover the source of such characteristics through her
preface. This work becomes not only the source to understand the
poetic spirit of a poet, but also the basics to establish the poetics.
Also, it is significant as an opportunity to support how the poetic
spirit of a poet has been reflected/expressed in poems.

In her preface, Choi Seung—Ja clearly reveals the reason why she
writes poems. She says that writing poems is the life of gazing
at/dreaming others’ painful life. The gaze at others’ life, which is the
reason for existing as a poet 1s expressed as unbearable pain and

frustration in texts. Such pain and frustration create an entity on the

* Pusan National University
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boundary without forming a single identity in the world. The others
or narrators shown in her poems never aim to destroy the
suppressed/corrupted world with violent behaviors. It generates a fine
‘crack’ in the middle of very quiet movements, and the fine crack is
expressed as an image of destroyed house.

To Choi Seung-]Ja, the act of writing poems is the longing, life, and
salvation. In her poems, she is pessimistic because her poems cannot
be directly helpful to others in reality. However, she obtains a hope
for salvation by writing poems because she can embrace others’
wounds and she can cry through poems when others do not cry. This
is expressed as death drive in poems. The death drive which is the
symbol of sorrow could be connected to narcissism. Sorrow has not
only the weakness of objects, but also a power to fight against the
irrational world, which becomes the source of creating poems.
Therefore, death drive has the creative and productive meanings. The
mmages of death show a desire for going back to the pre-stage of
Oedipus through the formation of semiotic drive and meaning through
the different combination and grotesque atmosphere, which becomes
the source of artistic creation in the chaos of destruction and

regeneration.

Key Words : Source of Creation, Others, Dreaming Life, Fine Crack,
Destroyed House, Hope for Salvation, Death Drive,
Resistance

=28 20174 10¢ 18
&ARER @ 2017 11 212
I x

A=y - 20174 12€ 182



