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<Abstract>

A Study on the Characteristics of Characters in
the Great Book of Joseon Fairy Tales

Shin, Won—Gie

This study examines the characteristics of characters in the Great
Book of Joseon Fairy Tales, widely regarded as the first Korean
anthology of fairy tales and folktales. First, we survey the distribution of
character types. When categorized into humans, animals, and objects,
human characters account for roughly 70 percent. This is a
reinforcement of the on-the-spot nature, because it reflected the strong
reality at the time of the publication of the Great Book of Joseon Fairy
Tales, the influence of Mindam-branch of folktales, and the intention of
the author Shim Eui-rin.

Second, we analyze character traits along four characteristics-good/
evil, strong/weak, active/passive, and introverted/extraverted. Protagonists
are generally portrayed as good, weak, active, and introverted, whereas
antagonists are typically evil, strong, active, and extraverted.

Third, we discuss the implications of these patterns: the good/evil
characteristic expresses dissatisfaction with harsh realities together with a
didactic hope for the reward of good and punishment of evil; the
strong/weak characteristic indicates an orientation toward moral
superiority rooted in tradition; the active/passive characteristic suggests a

will for change and the individuation of desire; and the introverted/

* Busan Dong-Cheon High School.
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extraverted characteristic points to the emergence of the modern

character figure.

Key Words: Great Book of Joseon Fairy Tales, characters, good and evi

1, strong and weak, active, passive, introverted, extraverted
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