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<Abstract>

Gaya ({lifff) and the Awareness of Gaya
Viewed from Historical Books

Park, Yang-Ri

This study is a work on public opinion of the Gaya confederacy ({lil
5, AD 42~562) for the purpose of literary research, thus is to
examine how ancestors in Korea remembered Gaya through reviewing
historical books. As the boundary of history and myth, Gaya was
remembered as the nation ruled by the holy king. King Suro (EH&&T),
in particular, was worshiped as the mythical hero that gave birth to
the nation. He was believed to be the root of the Kim and Heo clans
of Gimhae, who are the descendants of the Gaya people. They
preserved the tomb of King Suro and made incessant efforts to raise
its status. As a result, by the late Joseon Dynasty, national rituals
were organized for the royal tomb of King Suro. However,
mtellectuals of the Joseon Dynasty remained negative concerning the
Gaya mythology. Leading scholars of the Realist School of
Confucianism (#%), such as Yi Ik(ZX#), An Jeong-bok (ZcWiE) and
Jeong Yak-yong (T###), saw that the Gaya myth was groundless
and unreliable. Rather, they made an attempt to disclose, objectively
and empirically, the existence of Gaya as Korea's ancient kingdom.
Especially Jeong Yak-yong treated the history of Gaya as much
important as that of the Silla Dynasty. The existence of such various

perceptions on Gaya indicates that Gaya was not merely an ancient
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history kept inside a glass case but a living history cherished by
many for a long time. Gaya was perceived differently by those who
held different stances and purposes. And, concerning how Gaya is to

be remembered today, homework still remains.

Key Words : Gaya(filfff), Awareness of Gaya ({llfff), Garakgukgi(#Ei%
Ez0), King Suro (E#% 1), Yi k(Z=#), Jeong Yak-yong,
(T#58), DongsaGangmok(HH##ilH), Abanggangyeokko
(FRF )
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