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<Abstract>

Empathy of male characters in Korean

Classical Long Novel
- Focused on ‘Wicheonyu' of Myeonghaengjeonguirok -

Ko, Eun-Im’

The Korean classical long novel is the genre which the problem to
the upper layer woman i1s well revealed. At this time, problems are
often sympathized and comforted by women in similar situations.
However, it is interesting that there are male characters who
understand and empathize with women'’s inner suffering better than
anyone else. This paper aims to consider on the male character
‘Wicheonyu' of Myeonghaengjeonguirok in which the sympathy
ahility is excellent. The male protagonist of the Korean classical long
novel is classified into the confucian gentlemen type characters and
the manly and broad minded characters. As to the confucian
gentlemen type characters, the standard about the emotion control is
high. So this character dislikes others’ iappropriate desires and
emotions and does not try to understand them. On the other hand, the
manly and broad minded characters is active in expressing its own
feeling and pursuing. In conflict situations, they are so immersed in
themselves that they cannot empathize with their opponents. For this
reason, it plays a role in giving pain to female characters who are in

conflict. As such, both types of characters do not understand the

* University of Seoul.
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other’s emotional effects properly. However, ‘Wicheonyu, the confucian
gentlemen type characters of Myeonghaengjeonguirok, has excellent
empathy, especially cognitive empathy, and understands and
empathizes with the pain of female characters better than anyone else.
Even in an unmarried marriage, he comforts his wife, Moonchang,
who is troubled by a difficult situation, without sending his wife a
complaint of father-in-law. And he heals Yanghyeongang by
understanding the inside of Yanghyeongang, who suffers from
paralysis and suffers from constant trauma. The point where
women’s sufferings are understood and empathized by men, not
women, is remarkable, and the sympathetic ability of Wicheonyu is

very unique.

Key Words : The Korean classical long novel,
Myeonghaengjeonguirok, Wicheonyu, The confucian
gentlemen type male characters, The manly and broad
minded male characters, Empathy
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