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<Abstract>

A study on the correlation of Park In-hwan's
‘anxiety and his ‘poetics’
- Focused on Kierkegaard’'s anxiety

Choi, Ra-Young

This paper aims to study the correlation of Park In-hwan’s
‘anxiety’ and his ‘poetics’ or his ‘belief in intrinsic poetry’ by
examining the characteristics of ‘anxiety’ in his poetry. A valid
meaning can be extracted by comparing Park's ‘anxiety’ with
Kierkegaard's ‘anxiety’ which has an indirect relation with Park’s that
characteristic. Park’s poetic thought shows that he recognizes
possihility and danger simultaneously in ‘anxiety’ and struggles to
overcome danger. This has a similarity to Kierkegaard's ontological
introspection in some aspects. However, Kierkegaard's way is
associated with the belief in transcendental faith in ‘deity’ whereas
Park's way is associated with the belief in ‘human(poet) and
‘art(poetry)’.

The gist of Park’s poetics related with anxiety can be shown as a
‘split mind. The ‘split mind’ meaning a ‘role as a poet’ is materialized
by the ‘mirror standing at a crossroads’. His thought is that poets
should sympathize everybody’s ‘pain’ and ‘anxiety’ staring at those
like the ‘mirror standing at a crossroads. It is a way to endure
‘humane agony’, so he believes that the way is a way of cherishing
the ‘fidelity and faith towards intrinsic poetry’(He confessed that he
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has kept this belief for more than 10 years writing at his anthology’s
epilogue). Nevertheless, his duty as a poet is examining prophetically
people’s ‘possibility’, ‘freedom’ and ‘future’, which are laid dormant in
epochal ‘anxiety’. He accepts it as a duty of a chosen, prophetic poet
and also believes that the role of chosen poet is given to himself.
What is especially noteworthy is that the poet mind pursuing
‘humanism’ is the very motive for him to overcome intense anxiety
which follows him like a shadow.

Key Words : anxiety, poetics, Kierkegaard, freedom, possibility, split
mind, mirror standing at a crossroads, prophetic poet,

humanism.
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