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<Abstract>

A Study on the Farewell Poems Included in
Ipsimgi

Chae, U-Jam”

This study investigates the creative context and thematic features
of the farewell poems documented in Ipsimgi, a Yeonhaegrok from
the late Joseon dynasty.

To begin with, regarding the composition background of
Ipsimgr: First, this research clarifies previous scholarly confusion
concerning the authorship and the historical context of the mission.
Contrary to earlier assumptions that attributed the work to Lee
Eu-man, a member of the 1723 envoy, Ipsimgi was actually
co—authored in 1783 by Lee Man-soo and Lee Jeon-soo, the second
son and nephew of Chief Envoy Lee Bok-won, respectively. Among
them, Lee Jeon—soo served as the principal writer. Second, the study
explores the background surrounding the creation of the farewell
poems. The Joseon court dispatched a diplomatic mission to celebrate
the Qianlong Emperor's inspection tour of Shenyang and the
Emperor's Longevity Festival. Lee Bok-won was appointed as chief
envoy, and his son Lee Man-soo and nephew Lee Jeon—soo were
permitted to accompany the delegation. The Yean Lee clan had long
maintained close ties with China, and in 1783, they once again

produced the chief envoy for the dual occasion. In recognition, King

* Pusan National University.
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Jeongjo composed royal farewell poems. In response, the three
envoys, along with Lee Hak-won and Lee Jeon-soo, composed
matching-rhyme poems, and friends and relatives also contributed
farewell verses. These collectively formed the collections titled
“Royal Farewell Poems” and “Farewell Poems by Friends and
Family.”

As for the content characteristics of Ipsimgi: To begin with, the
text reflects praise for the envoys and a profound sense of pride in
participating in the diplomatic mission. In the royal farewell poem,
King Jeongjo highlights that only Lee Bok-won, who thoroughly
understood the monarch’s will, was worthy of shouldering such a
diplomatic duty—an expression of absolute trust. Meanwhile, Lee
Man-soo and Lee Jeon-soo were lauded by their well-wishers for
their exceptional scholarship and literary accomplishments, and were
hailed as ideal representatives of the mission. In addition, the poems
reveal a reverence for the moral orthodoxy of the former Ming
dynasty and an undercurrent of anti-Qing sentiment. Given that
Shenyang had been the site where the crown prince and common
people of Joseon suffered captivity after the Bingzi Invasion, both the
royal and farewell poems consistently express a strong ideological
stance of “honoring the Ming and rejecting the Qing”.

Moreover, the poems express the aspiration to undertake a
Jangyu (Grand Journey) and demonstrate one’s intellectual talents.
Such a journey was a shared dream among the Joseon literati, and
the send-off poems conveyed hope that the brothers Lee Jeon-soo
and Lee Man-soo would fulfill this ideal during the diplomatic trip,
fully showcasing their capabilities.
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Finally, the writings also express concern over the extreme summer
heat and offer prayers for the safe return of the mission. The 1783
envoy journey took place during an exceptionally hot sixth lunar
month, and the poems by King Jeongjo and the senders include
sincere wishes that the delegation would overcome the oppressive

heat and return home safely.

Key Words: Yeonhaegrok, Shenyang, farewell poetry, Ipsimgi, Literary
Correspondence in Poetry
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