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<Abstract>

Busan Ballet as a representation space for
power—knowledge: Based on Foucault's genealogical

approach>k
Jung, Doo-Soon”

The main purpose of this study is to reflect on the modern and
contemporary history of Busan Ballet by critically illuminating it within
the context of power-knowledge based on Foucault's genealogy. At the
same time, it seeks to gain insight into the deficiencies and structural
contradictions of the present era, arguing that Busan Ballet must move
toward a new path of advancement. To this end, the history of Busan
Ballet is categorized into three periods: the dawn, the 1980s-1990s, and
the present. Through this chronological division, the study reveals the
true nature of power-knowledge, which manifests differently across
periods but consistently exerts multi-dimensional, multi-layered, and
micro-scopic effects on Busan Ballet. First, this study examines the brief
histories of five pioneers (Kim Hye-sung, Kim Mi-hwa, Kim
Hyang-chon, Jo Sook-ja, and Hwang Chang-ho) who navigated the dawn
of Busan ballet through the Japanese colonial period, the Korean War,
and the military dictatorship. Through this, it identifies multi-layered

* This work was supported by the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Korea
and the National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF-2022S1A5B5A16054746)
in 2022.

** Lecturer, School of Glocal Culture Studies, Kyungsung University.
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dimensions of power-knowledge: ‘service to power’, ‘alienation from
being recorded’, ‘social exclusion’, ‘art for art's sake’, and ‘nationalism’.
Moreover, the study offers a critical perspective by arguing that this
power-knowledge did not end with their deaths; rather, it has persisted
into subsequent eras, continuing to operate in a multi-layered and
micro-political manner to this day. Second, it views the 1980s dance
departments and their derivative ballet coteries as discursive apparatuses
(dispositifs discursifs), interpreting the 1990s renaissance of Busan ballet
— revitalized by their effects — as a ‘deceptive landscape’. The
university ballet departments and coteries of this period are analyzed as
divided territories where power-knowledge was activated; this diagnosis
stems from the fact that although they outwardly called for solidarity,
they ultimately disappeared by settling within these divided territories
and persistently pursuing permanence. Third, the power-knowledge
operating 1in contemporary ballet is explained as a sophisticated
neoliberal governmentality that creates an illusion of cultural democracy
while appearing as a deterritorializing practice. This is synonymous with
suggesting that by triggering and reinforcing the molecularization and
micro-paranoic tendencies of Busan's ballet subjects and local dance
companies, it conditions them to faithfully fulfill nothing but the tasks
dictated by the contemporary power-knowledge apparatus. Finally, this
study concludes that only by confronting Busan ballet as a focal point
of power-knowledge can we rawly face the reality of a ballet ecosystem
that formulates techniques of division and drives the commodification of
ballet. Furthermore, it suggests that such a bitter confrontation is a
prerequisite for seeking an alternative local ballet ecosystem capable of

resisting the law of the jungle, capital-central centrism, and neoliberal
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=

governmentality.

Key Words: Busan Ballet, Genealogy, Power-knowledge,

Governmentality, Apparatus(Dispositif)

I =28+ : 2026 078 23Y
I AAE 0 20269 088 12Y
1 AxE 2026 08 16Y






