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<Abstract>

The Introduction and Selective Appropriation of

Western Etiquette Texts in Early Modern Korea
. Focusing on Seorye—suji(THiaZE%1) and
Gyerye—suji(BiaZE%0)

Kwon, Du-Yeon"

This study examines the publication relationship between Seorye-suji
(VursZekn) and  Gyerye-swji(ieZ8%1), Western etiquette manuals
compiled and published in Shanghai in the second half of the nineteenth
century, and elucidates the structure of selective appropriation through
which Western etiquette knowledge was received in early modern Korea.
Although produced within the same publication context, the two texts
differ markedly in how they organize etiquette knowledge. Seorye-suji
arranges practical norms according to the sequential unfolding of social
interaction—introduction, banquet, visit, and conversation—whereas
Gyerye-suji  classifies prohibitions and regulations by domains of
everyday life such as food, dress, space, and speech. Wang Tao's
prefaces reinforce this distinction, framing the former in terms of
practical norms for civilizational exchange and the latter in terms of
ethical self-cultivation, demonstrating that the two texts were conceived
for fundamentally different contexts of use. Both texts were introduced
into Joseon through the same channels—the Shanghai bookselling
network and the Jipokjae royal library collection—yet their subsequent

reception developed asymmetrically. Only Seorye-suji secured an

* Hansei University.
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institutional foothold, being translated and published as a Ministry of
Education textbook and further disseminated in a vernacular Korean
edition. Gyerye-suji, though confirmed as having entered Joseon through
bibliographical records and extant holdings at the Kyujanggak, was
never translated or institutionally utilized, and bibliographical evidence
suggests it was not clearly categorized as an etiquette text within the
royal library system. The translation of Seorye-suji constituted not a
mere linguistic conversion but a thoroughgoing reconstitution of
normative content and mode of transmission. Whereas the classical
Chinese text presents the principles of etiquette as compressed normative
propositions, the vernacular Korean edition reformulates them as
concrete situational procedures and sequential behavioral instructions,
restructuring them as practical knowledge directly applicable to real
social interactions. This study demonstrates that the reception of Western
etiquette knowledge in early modern Korea was not a passive
importation but an active process of selection and reconstitution shaped
by the realities of contemporary social interaction and education. By
situating Seorye-suji within the broader context of East Asian translation
publishing and by accounting for the significance of the text that was
not translated, this study proposes an analytical framework for
understanding the selective appropriation of Western etiquette knowledge

in more comprehensive terms.

Key Words: Seorye-suji( FuiaZE50), Gyerye-suji(RIiaZE%), selective
appropriation, social interaction norms, translation and

reconstitution, Western etiquette
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