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< Abstract>

A Study on the Consciousness of the
Chungbuk Area Labor Songs

Yeon, Hae-lJin

I probed into the popular consciousness reflected in the labor songs. The
labor songs, which have been generated spontaneously so as to double the
action unification of workers and the fruits of hard work, show us joys and
sorrows, value, consciousness, and emotion owned by the farmers. The
characteristics of the labor songs are as follows:

First, they are everyday songs containing the thoughts and emotions of
the people. They are also the expressions of their simple and artless lives.
Therefore, the contents of those songs don't have some magnificent side,
use a trick, and have an ornamentation. Second, they are absorbed in the
actual. The survival of the people depends upon the continuation of labors.
Feeling all kinds of worth and conflict in their working jobs, the poor people
haven’t known an ideological or abstract world at all. Therefore, they have
thought much of a story of their personal experiences rather than of the
expectation about the past or the future. Third, they are made up of a kind
of direct self- expressions. For the people who have lived .together with
nature, refined descriptions and complex ormamentations were not
appropriate. They were familiar only with artless honesty and naive
simplicity. Fourth, they are expressed in many hackneyed words. They don't
marshal all sorts of flowery words, nor show a marked individuahty. They
show us only the pure emotions of the people as they are.

Labor songs have advanced in good order such as those for farming,

those for weaving, those for milling, and those for picking. In the northern
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parts of Ch’ungbuk, Danyang and Chech’dn, the labor songs for dry field
farming and those for picking something had a great vogue more than
anything else. In the central and southem parts of Ch'ungbuk —
Ch'dngwon, Chinchén, Poiin, Yéngdong — the {abor songs for tilling a rice
field ranged all over the region. The labor songs for weaving have spread
everywhere from the northern parts to the southern parts of Ch'ungbuk.

Key words: Chungbuk Area, Labor Songs, Consciousness

~ 459 -





