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<Abstract>

A study on a Tongsinsa interpreter as the
creator of Japanese knowledge in late
Joseon Dynasty”®

Jeong Eun-young™ - Han Tai-moon™"

The records left by Joseon missions to Japan in the latter period
Joseon Dynasty include various Japanese information and knowledge
ranging from politics, economy, literature, science and technology,
text, publishing and industry. As the visits of Joseon missions to
Japan continued, the search area of information expanded and the
accumulated information became vast. This i1s because the way of
experiencing Japan and accepting the knowledge of Japan through
Joseon missions to Japan was not equal depending on the academic
tendency or the writing purpose of recorders.

In particular, the interpreters who had frequently interacted with
Japan for a long time searched and recorded the knowledge about
Japan in different ways from other duty entourage. First of all, the
interpreters tried to conceptualize different Japanese terms from
Joseon language in accordance with Joseon language and to use

Japanese terms correctly by giving the reading of Japanese characters

* This study was financially supported by the 2017 Post-Doc. Development
Programy of Pusan National University.
** Pusan National University.
w#x Pusan National University.
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in Joseon language. They also wanted to look at Japan with a neutral
and objective attitude, and double-checked already known information
about Japanese and enrich the contents. So, the interpreters of late
Joseon Dynasty did not just carry out their role of simply delivering
facts about Japan or bringing Japanese books, but moved on to

generate the knowledge about Japan by writing achievements records.

Key Words: Joseon missions, a Tongsinsa interpreter, Japanese

knowledge, the creator, objective attitude
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