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<Abstract>

An aspect of East Asian knowledge
interaction that emerged on the 1881 Official

Observation Group in the late 19th century
- Focus on the “Written Conversations among
Suematsu Jiro and Officials from Chosun” -

Lee, Hyo-Jeong

The interchange of knowledge and culture in premodern East Asia
had been performed by sending envoys, and the cultural interchange
of Chosun had been also carried out in this way under traditional
policy, which meant embracing Chinese culture and conciliating
Japanese culture, based upon a premise that the knowledge and
cultural power of East Asia flows from the Chinese continent to the
Japanese islands.

This knowledge and cultural topography changed by modern period
with Western civilization. Although Chosun had been incorporated
into the International law(#[B]/2%%) upon the Joseon-Japan Treaty in
1876, the first and second Susinsa still maintained relationship with
Japan under the good-neighbor policy. In 1831, however, King Gojong
voluntarily sent the inspection team unofficially, not for social
intercourse, but for inspection and exploration of Japan, which
represents the reversal of the cultural flow of East Asia. The Korean

entourage were busy obtaining the books in Chinese version

* Sejong University
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translated by Japanese containing Japanese information, and these
specific situations were described in the “Written Conversations
among Suematsu Jiro and Officials from Chosun”. Suematsu Jiro, the
scholar of the Chinese literature, seems to have been involved in
translation of inspection reports about the Departments of Interior,
Agriculture, and Commence by interacting with Lee Sang—Jae, Lee
Bong-Shik, and Cho Joon-Young et al. He also seems to have
translated a part of Munbuseong Sohalmokrok. The writers or the
exact process of inspection reports have been unclear, but we can
assume them partly by written conversations.

At this time, we can recognize the modemn and premodern
characteristics simultaneously from written conversations. Though the
main source of information for the Japanese people had been changed to
newspapers, Korean judged this situation negatively. Moreover, Japanese
shouted for cultural enlightenment, but they still made an effort to gain
the handwritings of Korean. In addition, the indifferent and passive
attitude of Korean entourage toward other fields except those in charge
demonstrates the limitation of the inspection team'’s activities.

Key Words: the 1881 Official Observation Group, Suematsu Jiro, Lee
Sang-Jae, Park Jeong-Yang, Lee Bong-Shik, Cho Joon-
Young, Ilbonguk Naemuseong Gakkuk Gyuchik,
Ilbonguk Naemuseong Jikjangsamujeon
bunongsangmuseong, Ilbonguk Nongsangmuseong
Gakkuk Gyuchik, Munbuseong Sohalmokrok
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