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<Abstract>

From Exclusive Possession to Shared Access :
Focusing on Mixed Script Texts and the Reorganization of

Literacy Practices in Korea's Transitional Modern Period
Lee, Min—Heui

This study reexamines the transformation of reading culture in
Korea’s transitional modern period from the perspective of a shift ‘from
exclusive possession to shared access’, focusing on the materiality of
books and the reorganization of literacy practices. Previous studies have
primarily explained this transformation in terms of the expansion of
print media and the emergence of modern publishing and distribution
systems. However, this paper argues that such changes were already
taking shape within the internal development of mixed-script writing
practices and the material conditions of manuscript culture.

By examining rental novels and mixed-script manuscript fiction, this
study demonstrates that material features such as binding, layout, and
visual arrangement provide important evidence for identifying readership
and reading environments. It further argues that mixed-script writing did
not emerge abruptly after the Gabo Reform, but rather developed
gradually out of earlier traditions of script-mixing found in annotated

texts, verse collections, and epistolary materials.

* This work was supported by The Grand Series of Korean Studies Program of
the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Korea and the Korean Studies
Promotion Service at the Academy of Korean Studies (AKS-2024-KSS-1120013)

** Kangwon National University.
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In particular, mixed-script manuscript fiction represents a significant
site where traditional manuscript media and mixed-script writing
practices intersect, revealing how transformations in literacy practices
were realized within actual reading environments. From this perspective,
the transition from exclusive to shared reading culture should be
understood not merely as a consequence of print expansion, but as part
of a broader process involving the materiality of books and the

restructuring of literacy practices in the transitional modern period.

Key Words: Transitional Modern Period, Reading Culture
Transformation, Mixed-Script Manuscripts, Literacy

Practices, From Exclusive to Shared Reading
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