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<Abstract>

A Study of Lateness
in the Poetic World of Seo Jeong-ju

Noh, Hong-Ju

This article examines the lateness of Seo Jeong—ju’'s poetic world,
focusing on the poems collected in volumes 1-5 of the 2015
Eunhaengnamu edition of The Complete Works of Midang Seo
Jeong—ju, from his first collection Hwasajip (1941) to his fifteenth
collection 80sonyeon tteodori—ui si (The Poetry of an Eighty—year-old
Drifter Boy, 1997). Previous studies on Seo Jeong-ju have tended to
rely on developmental periodization such as “early-middle-late” and
on interpretive frameworks centered on “eternity” and “maturity.” In
contrast, this study draws on Edward W. Said’s notion of “late style”
and recent Korean discourses on lateness, reorganizing Seo’'s poetic
chronology (siryeok, #5f) into six periods-—early, transitional, middle,
mid-to-late, late, and ultra-late-and then conducting close readings of
poems that embody lateness in each period, including “Self-Portrait”
(Jahwasang), “Flower” (Kkot), “Blue Day” (Pureureun nal), “Waiting”
(Gidarim), “The Fading Twilight” (Jeomuneun hwanghon), “At the
Entrance to Seonunsa Temple” (Seonunsa donggu), “Song of Longing
for One’'s Hometown” (Manghyangga), “Looking at the Central
Wooden-Floored Hall of Goethe’s Birth House” (Goete saengga—ui
cheongmarureul bogo), “My Grandmother” (Nae halmeoni), “The Road

* Dongguk University.
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to Grandmother's House on a Saturday Half-Holiday” (Bangongilnal
halmeonijip chajaganeun gil), and “The Cloud of the Young
Housekeeper” (Eorin jipjigi—ui gureum). Referring when necessary to
Seo’s autobiography and prose writings as supplementary materials,
the article argues that lateness in his poetry is not an exceptional
affect confined to the final stage of his life but rather a long—duration
structure that is repeatedly reiterated and varied across his entire
career. In particular, it clarifies how the images of lack, shame, and
wind, as well as self-division that appear already in the early
collections, are closely connected to the drifter and boyish selves of
the ultra-late period;, how the fatigue and decline of myth, tradition,
and place in the middle period; the drifter speaker and the affect of
homesickness in the late-middle period;, and the memories,
retrospection, minimalized language, blankness, and multiple selves in
the late and ultra-late periods concretely converge into five elements
of lateness—namely, ontological discordance, non-linear temporality,
the dismantling of one’'s own style, the minimalization of language
and blankness, and multiple selves and drifter subjectivity. By
reinterpreting Seo Jeong—ju’s poetic world from the perspective of
lateness, this article seeks to expand the horizon of research on Seo
Jeong—ju and to offer a meaningful point of reference for studies of
authorial life in modern Korean poetry as well as for research on

literature of old age and lateness.

Key Words: Seo Jeong-ju, lateness, late style, ontological discordance,
non-linear temporality, drifter persona, minimalization of 1
anguage, poetics of blankness, multiple selves, The Compl
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