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<Abstract>

The Ethics for the Industrial Age and
Rediscovery of Children in Korea in the
1970s

Kim, Sung-Hwan

Children are the subjects found in modern institutions and objects
to protection and discipline. As a modern principal, however, children
have been newly rediscovered by various historical stages, ethnic and
spatial specialities since modernization. If the discovered child is a
universal symbol of modernity, the re-discovered child has the
personality of a principal reflecting the specificity of the times. Since
the industrialization in Korea, the perception that children are
supposed to be protected from the harms of the mass media, and
children and adolescent labor have also drawn special social attention.
Child protectionism in the 1960s and 1970s has the structure that calls
children the other of adult. Adults’ power emphasizes the harmful
effects of the mass media and defines children as the other, and child
protectionism has been submitted as the double of the discourse of
negativity. Christian Academy’s “Dialogue Meeting” announced a
declaration, ‘Our commitment for children’ to diagnose and solve the
situation of children in the early 1970s. However, the declaration is
not intended for children’s identity, but for adults who discipline and
control children. Their criticism leads to the methodology of children’s

* Inje University.



192 =28k ABLH

education, and some suggested the impractical way to protect children

Some korean short stories in the 1970s paid attention to children’s
issues. Choi, In-ho(#<1%), Han, Susan(3<=4H), and Cho, Jung-rae
(ZA®) depict abnormal children who betray their expectations. Choi
In-ho’s “The drunken”(&3%) and “A exemplary children’s story” (=%
53} feature a precocious boy who is no different from adults, or a
clever boy who overwhelms adults, revealing the ethics and
contradictions of an industrialized society. The children in Han,
Susan’s “Silence”(35) is portrayed as deceiving adults and
practicing their unique desires and pleasures. They seem to be ‘good
children’, but are found to be the subjects of the desire. Cho, Jung-rae
reveals the reality of child laborers who are exploited through works
such as “The glacial epoch”(*d3}7]) and “The Evolutionary Theory”
(A3}2). Children’s labor is a microcosm of an industrial society
where exploitation is structured, and working children are threatened
with livelihood. In response to this reality, child laborers discover a

unique life ethic, an extreme form of rage leading to murder.

Key Words : children as discoveries, rediscovery of children, discipline
and control, child protectionism, child labor, ‘Our
commitment to children, “The drunken”(£%), “A
exemplary children’s story”(2¥-53}), “Silence”(35),
“The glacial epoch”(®3}F7]), “The Evolutionary Theory”
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