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<Abstract>

Narrative Characteristics and Creative
Consciousness of Seol Jeo Jeon

Kim, Dae-Gon

This study aimed to investigate the of Seol Gyeong Jeon by
problematizing that studies of Seol Jeo Jeon till now had been
conducted around the environment outside of the work rather than the
creative characteristics inside of the work and revealing the narrative
characteristics of the work itself. As a result, in Seol Jeo Jeon, three
narrative characteristics could be found. This work importantly dealt
with rape and marriage by force that women of the times might
suffer in the order destroyed by men through ‘the destroyed order and
women’s suffering, and in such a problem situation, by describing
‘incompetent men and strong women extremely, it effectively
expressed men who abandoned their own duties at home and in the
country. In addition, it showed women’s restoration of the destroyed
social order through defending the Confucian ideology through ‘the
realization of the three basic principles by women.” Considering these
narrative characteristics, Seol Jeo Jeon is a work that embodied the
limitations and contradictions of the man—centered social order.

An interesting fact is that Seol Jeo Jeon illustrated the reality of
the 17th century Joseon, in which postwar moral principles were
collapsing, as it was. In the work, men who show weak and

incompetent attitudes from beginning to end were not very different
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from the reality of the scholar-gentry men during the wars, and the
collapse of the social order due to their' desire and inability looked
very much after the reality of Joseon in the 17th century, when the
postwar confusions were not resolved, and the situations got tangled.
In addition, Seol Jeo Jeon that showed this was written in the late
17th century, when the wounds of war remained intact, so moral
principles rapidly collapsed. Women who could not but suffer from
pains in Joseon, where the 17th—century postwar moral principles
collapsed, were embodied as those who were faced with an ordeal
because of the tyranny of influential vassals in the work. To sum up
a series of phenomena like this, it is noted that Seol Jeo Jeon
embodied women'’s distress and anxiety about the social conditions in
which the postwar moral principles were collapsing.

In addition, Seol Jeo Jeon presented ‘the realization of the three
basic principles in human relations by women with the workarounds
for restoring the destroyed order, which was an attempt to overcome
the crisis of the Joseon society in the 17th century. However, focusing
on the inverted gender roles and obligations of men and women in
Seol Jeo Jeon can find that the author of this work sharply captured
the society of the times. In the work, men are described as people
who always destroy the social order with violence and indifference
while women are people who restore the destroyed order by defending
the basic doctrine of Confucian ideology. Like this, in the work, the
mversion of the gender roles and obligations of men and women is
judged to be the writer's intention to reveal the hidden face of the
men that tried to overcome the crisis of the Joseon society only by

mouth through strengthening Confucian ethics at the time. Therefore,
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Seol Jeo Jeon, superficially, shows the overcoming of the crisis of the
society of the times as a measure for further strengthening Confucian
ethics; however, it seems that it embodied mistrust and ridicule about

the scholar-gentry man who just disturbed the postwar social order.

Key Words : Seol Jeo Jeon, Women's novel, Heroic novel, Female
hero novels, novel of Jaejagain, Postwar novel, Imjin
and Byeongja Invasions, 17th century, Women’s

€onsciousness
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