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<Abstract>

The Meaning of Tears Shown in Park
Se-dang’s Poetry

Choi, You-mi

Seo-Gye Park Se-dang (1629~1703) is a thinker, politician and
literary man of 17~18 centruy. Joseon society of the period had been
shaken in terms of politically, economically, socially, as well as
ideologically under the influence of two wars. In such a circumstance,
Park Se-Dang had terrible experiences losing parents and brothers,
two wives and two sons and had suffered from the gap between
belief and reality during 8 years of the government office life. He felt
the transition of the Ming dynasty to the Qing dynasty through the
skin while participating in Yeon-Haeng(i#éf7) as a Dong-Ji-Sa
Seo-Jang-Gwan(ZZf# FIKE) and since next year of returning, he
had lived apart from the world and entered to Seok—Chun-Dong and
spent his time in farming and writing for 30 years.

While Park Se-dang’s life where personal circumstances, as well as
domestic and international environment were never calm is directly
projected in his poetry, the fact that especially ‘tears’ is found a lot
seems to be related to this. In Seo-Gye's poetry, there are many more
90 pieces where ‘tear’'s appeared among 556 works. Poetic words used
are various such as Lu(JR) - Che(J) - Eub({if) - Hyeol(Ifl) - San(J%) -
Je(®5) < O(E) « O - Gog(58) - Tong(1#), etc. ‘“Tears’ in the works

flows together containing not only personal emotions but also
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memories of the people associated, the anxiety about the current
situation, etc. While shedding tears is ultimately the way of
responding from self (Park Se-dang who is a speaker and also
author) toward the world, it seems it has been derived from the will
of Park Se-dang.

Therefore, this paper was trying to find what the ‘tears’ means in
Park Se-dang’s poetry. The pattern in which ‘tears’ appears was
investigated together as the process of tracking the meaning.

While tears can come out by a variety of external stimuli, it also
can be secreted even in the state when the emotion runs high. The
tears noted in this paper is the tears flowing down naturally by the
high emotion inside of human, not the physiological tears by external
stimuli. According to Park Ji-won, crying is ejected by seven
feelings(-£1%) that are all emotions that human can feel. So, all of
Hui(), No(%), Ae(i), Lag(#), Ae(3), OC#E) and Yog(#k) are
emotional factors causing tears.

Se-Gye Park Se-dang is fully putting out seven feelings(-&l#)
while shedding tears as many as more than 114 times in his poems.
When looking at the tears appeared in his poetry, the poetry singing
sadness resulting from the separation of time or space is
overwhelmingly a lot. Then, there is the poem of the anger and
hatred for the unjust reality hidden behind the suffering of people
around and the poem of desire dreaming of a harmonious world but
there are only 2 poems where the joy and pleasure are blended.

While a variety of complex emotions are flowing as tears in the
works, a harsh experience of Seo—Gye could be a reason of it, but his

versification intention which tried to express unaffected Jeong([i)
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instead of realizing Do(GE) with the poetry seems to have significant
effects. Also, the reason that the tears of sadness, anger, hatred and
desire were seen more than the tears of joy and pleasure seems to be
coming from Seo-Gye's recognition of the world as not harmonized.

Such tears of Seo-Gye has a meaning that allows relieving the
congestion of the feelings deep inside, cleaning up it, having him still
and directing the daily life with no conflict. The desire about where
he can live with good people without temporal and spatial distance,
where the fair demands are accepted reasonably and where he can
live in harmony with the world is melted in Seo-Gye's tears and
flows together. As such, it's believed that the poetry of Seo-Gye
would heal the wounds received from the external by shedding tears
and allow Seo—Gye to live his life on his way.

Key Words : Park Se—-dang, Joseon society, tears, poetry of Jeong(|i),
seven feelings(-&[#), purification of emotions, keep still,

the daily life with no conflict, harmony.
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