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<Abstract>

The ecosystem of art in Busan, the refugee capital

during the Korean War

Bae, Byung—0Oh

This article examines the fact that Busan served as an “art capital”—
in addition to being the wartime -capital—during the Korean War,
framing this role through the concept of an “art ecosystem.” While there
is no formally established definition of an “art capital,” the term here
signifies Busan’s role as a central hub for key artistic activities,
including the production, distribution, and appreciation of artworks.
Although previous research has documented the presence of artists who
took refuge in Busan, there has been a lack of comprehensive analysis
regarding the specific domains of art production, distribution, and
appreciation. Addressing this gap, this study empirically investigates the
subject using the “art ecosystem” framework, drawing upon both the
testimonies of refugee artists and various historical records.

The findings indicate that a larger number of artists than previously
estimated—approximately 120—gathered in Busan during the war and
engaged in extensive artistic activities. Exhibitions played a crucial role
in sustaining these artists' careers, while the spheres of art criticism and
appreciation were also vibrant, effectively establishing Busan as an art
capital. The study’s key findings are summarized below:

First, by establishing specific criteria for identifying refugee artists in

Busan, the study determined that the total number of artists who sought
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refuge there was approximately 120—an increase of about 30 compared
to previous estimates.

Second, refugee artists in Busan engaged in diverse activities—such as
participating in war artist corps, holding exhibitions, and working in
publishing and education—which laid the groundwork for the
development of Korean abstract art.

Third, an analysis of art transactions revealed that many exhibitions
served as opportunities to generate significant income, playing a vital
role in the artists' livelihoods.

Fourth, within the realms of criticism and appreciation, art collectors

also played a significant role.

Keywords: Korean War, Busan (Wartime Capital), Art Ecosystem,
Refugee Artists, Art Transactions, Art Criticism and

Appreciation
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