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<Abstract>

The Developmental Logic and Locality of Busan
Changgeuk from the 1960s to the 1980s

Hwang, Soo—Im"

This study examines the performance environment and production
infrastructure of Changgeuk (Korean traditional opera) in the Busan
region from the 1960s to the 1980s, aiming to elucidate the substance
of locality embedded within it. During this period, Busan Changgeuk
secured a sustainable production system based on national culture and
arts promotion policies, alongside the establishment of permanent
platforms such as the launching of the Busan Branch of the Korea
Gugak Association and the ‘Busan Arts Festival.” On this foundation,
local artists carved out a distinct artistic trajectory unique to Busan
Changgeuk by constructing a dual repertoire: patriotic hero narratives
that tactically appropriated state nationalist discourses, and folk/classical
narratives.

Busan Changgeuk dramatized local historical themes to foster the
canonization of regional narratives, while achieving a Changmugeuk
(music-and-dance opera) aesthetic—a multifaceted synthesis of vocal
music and dance—through Pansori idioms, Gugak orchestral
accompaniment, and collaboration with the Kang Nam-ki Dance
Company. These accomplishments were largely driven by the

autonomous agency of local artists. Song Sun-seop led the dramatization

* Lecturer, Pusan National University.
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of regional narratives and established the production framework through
his versatile roles spanning playwriting, adaptation, composition,
directing, and producing. Meanwhile, Ji Su-bok leveraged her expertise
in Yeoseong Gukgeuk (all-female traditional opera) to dynamically
perform male heroic roles, driving the commercial success of the
productions.

This study holds significance in that it identifies the autonomous logic
behind the development of Busan Changgeuk—wherein local artists
proactively appropriated state discourses amidst top-down structural
constraints—thereby illuminating the historical status of Busan
Changgeuk and the reality of its locality, both of which have hitherto

been marginalized in academic discourse.

Key Words: Busan Changgeuk, Locality, Cultural Policy, Song
Sun-seop, Ji Su-bok, Changmugeuk, Busan Arts Festival,

Busan Branch of the Korea Gugak Association
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