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<Abstract>

A study on re-reading {Ju-saeng-jeon)
- Focusing on the contemporary situation and
character -

Chung, Ku-Sik’

This paper aims to reinterpret the work based on the situation of
the period in the middle of the Cho-son Dynasty when the artist
Kwon-Pil was active and the character of the main character in the
work. This paper discusses the life of the writer of <Ju-saeng—jeon>,
some of his works, and the commercial engagement of Ju—saeng
appearing at the beginning of <Ju-saeng—jeon>. Based on this, it was
considered that this work can be read as a critical piece of reality that
satirizes the contemporary times that pursue only individual desires
and interests through the affection of men and women as a medium.

In the middle of the Cho—son Dynasty, when the artist was active,
the political reality of fierce confrontation between Seo-in and
Dong-in overlapped with the social reality of revitalization of
commerce, and the confusion of Im-jin—ran was aggravated and the
future was uncertain.

Through his work, the artist tried to satirize and criticize the
current social reality, wisdom, and ability to pursue profits and wealth
while abandoning his main job and engaging in commerce, but the
political reality of the day, which rises and falls in office according to

* Dong-a University.
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luck. In order to embody such thematic consciousness, the artist
condensedly presented Ju-saeng’s history of commercial engagement
at the beginning, and later, through sexual desire, drew on his own
interests and desires.

Through this, through the literary characters (Ju-saeng) who have
failled to occupy a higher position because of their desires and
interests, the commercial-oriented reality that prioritizes profits and
wealth, and the political reality in which the position or position is
determined by luck rather than ability and wisdom. Are criticizing.
Therefore, <Ju-saeng-jeon> can be said to be a work that built the
artist’s perception of the reality of the social reality of capital
orientation through commerce and the political reality in which those
who are not related to ability or wisdom occupy a high position in a

literary structure.

Key Words: <Ju-saeng—jeon>, Kwon-Pil, Ju-saeng, interest, desire
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