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<Abstract>

The Layers of Emotion and the Aesthetics of
Emotional Expression in Nuljae Park Sang's Family

Poetry
Park, Myoung—Hui*

This study examines the poems of Park Sang (Nuljae) that concern
his family, including his grandfather Park So, elder brother Park Jeong,
wife Lady Jin of the Jinyang Yu clan, younger brother Park U, and his
two sons Minje and Minjung. In total, Park Sang composed twenty
poems across sixteen titles related to these family members. This study
conceptualizes these works as “family poetry” and analyzes them
accordingly. Through this approach, it aims to elucidate the overall
characteristics of emotional expression in his family poetry and to
demonstrate that the lives of mid-Joseon literati (sarim) were closely
connected to poetic creation.

Park Sang’s family poetry can be categorized into three hierarchical
layers according to the familial relationship: the upper level (grandfather
and elder brother), the parallel level (wife), and the lower level (younger
brother and sons). Each layer reveals distinct emotional qualities and
varying intensities of expression. In the upper level, gratitude toward the
grandfather and longing for the deceased elder brother are predominant.
In the parallel level, profound grief following the death of his wife is

intensely expressed. In the lower level, affection and expectations toward

* Chonnam National University.
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his younger brother and sons are conveyed through relatively stable
emotions. In particular, the poems “Mongbaekssi” and “Hyeopgokdo
Samga” exhibit especially strong emotional expression, encapsulating the
poet’s distinctive emotional sensibility.

Furthermore, based on existing critical evaluations, this study
identifies “melancholic profundity” as a key aesthetic characteristic of
Park Sang’s poetry. This feature is associated with a relatively direct
expression of sorrow, distinguishing his work from the traditional
poetics of emotional restraint.

In conclusion, Park Sang’s family poetry demonstrates a close
integration of personal experience and emotional expression, and thus
constitutes a significant source for the study of emotionality in

mid-Joseon literati literature.

Key Words: Nuljae Park Sang, family poetry, Park Jeong, Park Woo,
<Chongbokgobisinssiso>, <Mongbackssi> and <Hyeopgoks

a Samga>
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