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<Abstract>

The Logic of Pure Literature and Writer's

Reactions during the Korean War

- Rereading the wartime works of Kim Dongri,
Oh Yeong-su and Hwang Sun-won

Kim, Ju-Hyeon"

This study aims to investigate the changing aspects of pure
literature during the Korean War with the works of three pure
literature writers(Kim Dongri, Oh Yeong-su, and Hwang Sun-won)
who had close exchanges at a place of refuge during the war. Putting
non-political literature in the front aganst the KAPF-type
engagement literature, pure literature is commonly summarized by
tradition, empathy(compassion), and humanism. The pure literary
works of the three writers during the war in addition to the pure
literature theories show different patterns in a clash with the old pure
literature theories.

Oh Yeong-su introduced a horrendous reality(war) into his
literature at the naturalist level after discarding the peaceful world
that he depicted in his work that marked his literary career. Hwang
Sun-won walked out of the world that he built in his first collection
of creative works(The Swamp) characterized by the coexistence of
tradition and Western novel aesthetics and started his war literature

between fiction and non-fiction with his sense as a refugee. Unlike

* INJE University.
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them, the pure literature theorist Kim Dongri reluctantly acknowledged
“propaganda literature” at the attacks in and outside while advocating
pure literature, but he had a failure in the creative dimension. His
arguments finally had a success through his The Era of Mildawon
published after the war.

This diemma of wartime pure literature found a literary
breakthrough by combining it with the humanism theory of the 1950s.
The worlds of Hwang, who insisted on nationalist humanism by
staring at the division of Korea after Descendents of Cain, and Oh,
who did research on destructive modernity disclosed during the
Korean War, were inherited by their junior writers who entered the
literary circles in the mid-1950s. It is necessary to reread pure

literature after the war from the perspectives of realism and reality.

Key Words: Pure literature during the Korean War, humanism theory
of the 1990s, refuge literary circles, Hwang Sun-won's
non—fiction narrative, Oh Yeong-su’'s Naturalism, Kim
Dongri’s Kim Dong-ri's War Literature Theory.
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