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36 IFEH=E A3R2A
<Abstracts>

A Comparative Study on Choi, In-Hoons and
Robbe-Grillets Novels

-Focused on Maze Structure and Overlapping Description

Seo, Eun-Seon

As above, we have compared Chois novels and Robbe-Grillets while
focusing on their Maze Structure and Overlapping Description mise en
ebime. Even though two techniques are used commonly, there are also

differences.

Both writers set a Maze Structure as a space technique and enlarge it to
a maze image, backing it by mise en ebime, yet Robbe-Grillet can be said
to be more active in using mise en ebime, especially a prolepsis technique.

The most distinct difference lies in setting the meaning of maze. As for
Choi, in <Kuunmong>, the maze is set with the hero, Dokko-Min died
frozen without salvation. But, in <Suyougi>, a collaboration work of
<Kuunmong>, he tries to find an exit of the maze by discussing, through
many discourses in various media, the directions of Korean society in the
situation of North and South division in 1960s. In other words, Choi sets the
maze structure as a narrative structure aiming at overcoming odds to find
wisdom.

But, in his novels <Les Commes> and <Le Voyeur>, Robbe-Grillet uses
a reasoning novel format with a murder motif, trying no solutions. Rather,
he realizes Oedipus myth or remits a culprit with a false alibi. In this
regard, his maze structure is set as a structure of ordeals without any exit,
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representing the anxiety, doubt, alienation, and severance in modern society.
In essence, his novels have no wisdom and intention to make any solutions
to such problems.

Ultimately, such differences stem from the differences in two writers
views on universe and literature. Whereas Robbe-Grillet puts a priority on
form while disregarding any intention to use a novel as a medium for
conveying writers thoughts, Choi, as an enlightenment writer who tries to
find any viable discourse for Korea in its North and South division, pursues
a form as only a tool for such purpose in writing <Suyougi> and
<Kuunmong>. Therefore, it can be said that Choi uses any new form in
order to dilute such enlightenmental characteristics and deliver more
effectively the discourses through the genre of novel.

From the viewpoint of effectiveness, the maze structure of <Suyougi> can
be said to be more difficult to readers than those of <Kuunmong> and
Robbe-Grillets novels. Thats because Choi combines discourses into
narrative structure that does not match with such discourses. In addition,
the maze structure of Chois <Suyougi> can be interpreted as a part of
dialogical principle that leaves the answers of the discourses to readers
without putting stress on the answers of the discourses.
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