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Abstract

The present folklore status of Yeonhangnok

and the literary discourse
Lim, Key-Zung

‘Total times of dispatching envoys from Chosun Dynasty to the
Dynasties in China such as the Yuan, the Ming and the Qing were 579th.
By the period, envoys dispatched once during the Yuan{(1271~1368), 82
times during the Ming(1368~1636) and 497 times during the Qing
Dynasty. Based on the statistical data as the above, it seems that
Yeonhangnok should be handed down, at least, over 579 pieces(sorts). If
we assume that a minimum 2 pieces(sorts) of Yeonhangnok might be
written per trip every time, at least 1,000 pieces(sorts) of it should be
handed down these days.

The present folklore, the condition of collection and arrangement of
Yeonhangnok is as follows. The number of the distinctive pieces(sorts) of
Yeonhangnok is 418 that I've found so far. In addition to the number of it,
the total number would reach to 440 pieces(sorts), if the 20 pieces(sorts) of
different versions were summed up that don’'t have specific features.
Among them, the author of 418 pieces(sorts) was confirmed, on the other
hand, 18 pieces(sorts) didn’t find the specified author yet. By the era, there
were 1 piece(sort) in Yuan, 141 pieces(sorts) in Ming and 294 pieces(sors)
in Qing. These pieces(sorts) include 3 pieces(sorts) of the individual
itineraries, which are essential to understand and analyse Yeonhangnok, 4
pieces(sorts) of epilogues, 3 pieces(sorts) of distinctive chapters and 7

pieces(sorts) of atlases.
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Yeonhangnok could be defined as a text which is a special collection of
discourses representing the features of Chosun Dynasty of Korea and the
Ming, Qing Dynasties in China. It includes so various and rich discourses
about politics, economy, diplomacy, culture, art, studies, religion and so on.
This study makes only the literary discourse of a subject of discussion. It
has an invaluable worth as materials not only in comparison study of
literary works but also for the research in overall study of poetry. From
this point, I started this study in experimental way with the issues of
discourses concerning literary data, joint review of works, poetry and
pictures and dialogues by means of poetry. The standpoint to take close
attention in analysing the discourse of literary data is that the researcher
should not neglect the possibility of an error and'a mistake in the data
and has to keep the sense of equilibrium. The discourse of the joint
review of versification in Yeonhangnok is starting from the premise that it
is based on the positive evaluation. It is one of the features what the
discourse in the joint review of versification in Yeonhangnok has. And it
is thought that Yeonhangnok is one of the specified literary discourses
since the features, mentioned above, are based on the perception that the
poetry and criticism was a method of diplomacy between Korea and China.
Therefore the discourse of criticising poetry created new rules of positive
evaluation to the versification of the other party constantly. The discourse
of the poetry and illustrated poem in Yeonhangnok made its feature
contributing the creation of new knowledge, even though it seems to be
incomplete. The discussion appeared in Yeonhangnok by the poetry is an
exceptional aspect of discourse since there is no more effective way to
express such many contents in condensed way as poetry. Thus it could be
said that the responsive poetry in Yeonhangnok is an exceptional way of
discourse by means of poetry.

-5 -



