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<Abstract>

Formation and Development of University Theater
in Busan in the 1950s

Cho, Young—Ae*

This study reconstructs the regional dimension of Korean university
theater history by examining the formation and development of
university theater in Busan during the 1950s within the distinctive
historical context of Busan as Korea’s wartime provisional capital during
the Korean War. University theater in 1950s Busan developed distinct
theatrical traditions according to the academic and artistic orientations of
faculty advisors.

The Dramatic Arts Society at Busan National University of Fisheries,
under the guidance of Lee Ju-hong, developed a theatrical practice
centered on original Korean plays. The Dramatic Arts Society at Pusan
National University, under the guidance of Han No-dan, focused
primarily on Western classics and modern realist drama, while
enhancing the quality of its productions through collaboration with
professional theater practitioners. Meanwhile, the theater club at Dong-A
University, influenced by its faculty advisor, the modernist poet Cho
Hyang, actively embraced avant-garde trends in twentieth-century
Western modern drama and explored new theatrical forms. By pursuing
distinct repertoires and aesthetic orientations, these three universities

collectively created a broad cultural spectrum within Busan university

* Pusan National University.
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theater in the 1950s, encompassing original and translated plays,
classical and modern drama, and realist and avant-garde theater.

Active exchanges with displaced theater practitioners and local theater
artists during the Korean War also served as an important catalyst for
fostering a new generation of theater practitioners and raising the artistic
standards of university theater in Busan. Rooted in Busan’s distinctive
circumstances as the wartime provisional capital, these exchanges
continued beyond the war years and contributed to the formation of a
cultural network connecting university theater with the local theater
community in the postwar period. Unlike professional theater companies,
which frequently formed and disbanded in the postwar years due to the
lack of a stable foundation for sustained activity, university theater was
able to maintain a relatively consistent level of activity within the
institutional framework of the university. This continuity demonstrates
how university theater emerged as an active cultural agent that sustained
Busan’s postwar performance culture while cultivating new theater
practitioners and introducing new repertoires.

For this reason, the formation and development of university theater
in Busan during the 1950s should be understood not merely as theatrical
activities undertaken independently by individual universities, but within
the broader cultural environment of Busan as the wartime provisional
capital and the transformation of the local theater community in the
postwar period. This study is therefore significant in that it not only
addresses a regional gap in the history of Korean university theater but
also provides an empirical foundation for understanding the multilayered
and dynamic nature of postwar theater in Busan, where universities and

the local theater community interacted closely.
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