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<Abstract>

The scars of war expressed in the Record of
Joseon Tongsinsa in the late Joseon
Dynasty, and Busan

Jeong, Eun-Young’

Busan is closely connected to Japanese invasion (of Korea in 1592)
and Joseon Tongsinsa(Korean missions to Japan). It was the place
where the first battle of Japanese invasion took place and served as
a logistical base of the Japanese military for seven years. So, it was a
space that kept the traces of war. Besides, Busan was the destination
of Joseon Tongsinsa’s journey and point of departure to Japan.
Therefore, various views of Busan was expressed in the Record of
Joseon Tongsinsa in the late Joseon Dynasty.

One of them is a record of the Japanese invasion. Since the route of
Joseon Tongsinsa’s journey within the country was similar to the
marching-north route of the Japanese army at the time of the
Japanese invasion, the traces of the war that was witnessed during
the journey were recorded in the Record of Joseon Tongsinsa.
Members of Joseon Tongsinsa tried to fulfill their duties as envoys
submitting a report of King, suppressing the hostility to Japan, but
they had to witness the traces of Japanese invasion and experience
the economic inferiority caused by the war, during their journey

within the country to Busan, and during their stay in Busan. Such
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experiences made them realize that the war was not over from the
retreat of the Japanese army, and that the scar of war did not die
away until the decades passed. The Record of Joseon Tongsinsa in
the late Joseon Dynasty clearly states that the war and the suffering
caused by it cannot help going on forever as long as there are traces
of the Japanese invasion

However, as time went by, the traces of war gradually faded, and a
space to remember the horrors and sufferings of the Japanese
invasion was alternatively created by the state or provincial
government. Members of Joseon Tongsinsa who were dispatched to
Japan, at the time when no traces of war could be found, internalized
the loyalty and incision of the ancestors who devoted their lives to
their country and commemorated the Ming Dynasty which sent
reinforcement for Joseon, through the monuments of Dongrae’s
Chungryulsa Temple, Busan Jinseong and Yeonggadae. In the process,
they tried to remember the Japanese invasion and arouse attention to

Japan.

Key Words : Joseon Tongsinsa, Tongsinsahaengrok(the Record of
Joseon Tongsinsa), Japanese Invasion of Korea, Busan,

Memories of war
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