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<Abstract>

The Metrical Motivation of Leaving out the
Fourth Foot of Jongjang in Sijochang”

Ryu, Sok-Young™

Sijo as a kind of poetry consists of three lines, six phrases and
twelve notes. This Sijo was used as lyrics, words to a song of Gagok
and Sijochang. The musical form of Gagok is made up of 5 verses
and that of Sijochang is made up of 3. Sijo began with the lyrics of
Gagok first and then was used as words of Sijochang around in the
18th century.

The musical form of Gagok and the poetic form of Sijo poetry did
not coincide with each other. It can be said that such formal
divergence between them has been resolved in the Sijochang. In other
words, the musical form and the poetic form are in accord with each
other. As Sijo was used as lyrics of Sijochang, the trailing phrase of
the last line of Sijo was omitted. It is the purpose of this paper to
elucidate the background in which the last phrase is omitted.

The answer is found in the fact that the second note of the ending
has a peculiar composition. The second note has a characteristic that
it may be one note or two notes because of the high number of

syllables compared to other notes. In the Sijochang, it was necessary

* This work was supported by a 2-Year Research Grant of Pusan National
University
*+ Pusan National University
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to omit the ending tongue in order to solve such confusion. These
attempts have been accepted positively by the poets of Sijo in the
period of enlightenment. Thus, the poetic form of Sijo poetry in which
the last phrase was omitted became settled.

Key Words: GagokChang, SijoChang, Metrical Feature of Sijo, the
Form of Jongjang, Sijo in the Early Stage of

Westernization in Korea
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