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< Abstract>
A Study on Choi In-Ook’s “Im Ggeok-Jeong”

Choi, Mi-Jin

This study attempts to examine how Choi’s "Im Ggeok-Jeong” has gained
popularity, even though it is a historical novel. The writer's imagination
harmenizes with accurate historical researches in this novel. Choi In-Ook
often calls it as 'my Im Ggeok—Jeong”, because it is a product of his
independent historical sense and the times’ spirit. He describes that the
people is the subject of history by setting up the life of governed class in his
work, who lives in the disordered society. Besides the situation of its days, a
managerial strategy of the newspaper publishing company and the writer's
economical states make hirn be on his mind that his readers should be the
people. The writer, Choi took lots of pains in order to show a true character
of the historical novel and get into public favor. We can see it in his
narrative method.

He gains some advantages by framing it an episodic framework. The first,
he can satisfactorily describe how its people is characterized. He didn't
epitomize and present many members of Noknimdang, but presented their
characters in various episodes by themselves. The second, he also presented
the social-historical situation of its days or the public morals in the dramatic
and concrete affairs. Its framework can help the work to keep its novelistic
tension by properly inserting historical factors of its days into its episodes.
The third, it help readers easily to read a huge-scale historical novel. They
are happy to read the novel, since he has made the well-known story of the
'In Ggeok—Jeong’ one of a fresh re-framework.

Choi makes "Im Ggeok-Jeong” a full-scale story of a benevolent robber
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and modemizes it. A butcher of Im Ggeok-Jeong lifts his hand against a
rank system of Joseon Dynasty society and decides to go into
Cheongseckgol to make a new world. But he becomes an outlaw to seek
vengeance after he sees his father’'s death with his own eyes. Paradoxically,
a lawbreaker of Im Ggeok-Jeong afttempts to correct illegalities and
corruptions of the political-social world and the governing class. Including
him, the members of Noknimdang take properties of rich persons by force
and distribute it to the poor men. They don't murder anyone except attempts
of their self-defence. They try to correct the tyranny of corruptive
local-officials and Yangban(the nobility) and arrange the people’s undeserved
reasons. Therefore, it is natural that Nokmimdang should become powerful,
since they share a general solidarity with the people. But Im Ggeok-Jeong is
a blinded person as well as a good benevolent robber. He lives with a
concubine, exhausts Noknimdang’s wealthy, makes mistakes by his emotions
and depends too rmuch on strategies of Seo Lim. At first, he simply thinks to
make a new world that the people lives without anxiety, and not turn over
the established system.

A benevolent robber of Im Ggeok-Jeong makes readers criticize the
society, specially the corruptions of the governing class which is contrasted
the mean life of the people. And then, it requires them to take fair views
which the history is not only the governing class’ but also the people’s, and
righteous actions. The story of Im Ggeok-Jeong gives readers the lost
purity, a longing of adventure and a new dream for the righteousness. This
novel had a greater popularity in its days, due to an oppressed mood of its
society and an economic crisis. It is our all vision that common men lives in
a simple and fair community. That is, the story of Im Ggeok-Jeong had a
greater popularity due to the streﬁgth within the commonness.
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