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A Study on Singing Servants during the Koryo
& Choson Dynasty

Hwang, Byeong-lk

1, This paper researches servants singing poems and songs during the
Korvo & Choson Dynasty. This is the first step of the researches to
understand the performance situations of poems and songs sung during both
periods, namely “the Principle of six W’ - who(those who were enjoyed and
perfomed), when(performance time), where(perfortnance space), what
(performance genre), how(performance method), and why(performance
purpose).

So far researches about performance situations have little been made and
a few one was focused on authors and those enjoyed. But researches about
performing class have never been made. This is due to ignoring kisaengs'
and servants’ creativity and activity who was charged with the performance
of poem and songs, and music. This paper is written for the purpose of
investigating a preconception and the effect of performing class on Koryvo
poemn and songs after scratinizing its roles and functions.

2. Musin possessed singing servants at home from grasping political
power. Probably its because they showed off their cultural need
monopolizing trained kisaeng in government employ by means of their
power. Possessing singing servants at home was prelevant after Musin's
having powers and in general, those who would write poetry and prose well
or had ability to play the korean harp and bamboo flute had singing fernale
servants at home.

However, there is no evidence that they continued to develop servants’
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musical talents. On the contrary, it is their characters to monopolize famous
kisaeng and musicians. Singing kisaeng in government employ and female
servants during the koryo dynasty sang korean long poems like <If3(F0>.
And they sang <888 >, Hyang-ak(#4%) which had the traits of Dang-ak
(B2 and Dang-ak like <KT4E> <WEM> to the accompaniment of
musical instruments their activities enabled the musical tone, long and short
beat and clapper of & - 1#%% which was enjoyed during this period to
transmit to descendants.

3. Possessing singing female servants became more common during the
choson dynasty. Sadaebu possessing singing female servants trained and
taught them incessantly and made them their ideal entertainers. They were
charged with keeping beat time in reading poems and songs. Accompanying
<R <HER> <4H#E>, singing <BREEAREE> <BAGA> <BAET
<P+ > <EFE> <E3 A#> and poetry and prose which deserved
to sing among those sung in the middle of drinking.

They needed masterly creativity changing given words mto songs as well
as the understanding about rules of meter and tones and rhythms to meet
Sadaebus’ expectations. Therefore we can define them as private own
professional musicians who have qualities and go through needed learning
and training courses assuming that their oweners have economic bases and
basic attainments about tones and rhythms. The method of using singing
fermale servants in enjoyving poem and songs has meanings like these, First,
performance class limited within kisaengs was made thicker. Second, it left
much room for enjoying temperate banquets escaping from luxury and
lewdness which music involved kisaengs itself was ready to fall. Third, it
strengthens the intimacy between those who are enjoyed and performing.
Fourth, it broadened the base for Sck-ak({#%%) escaping from couwrt music
centering around %5 E%% and made the enjoyment of music part of their

daily lives.
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