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<Abstract>

The Truth of Representation and
Aesthetic Integrity

Song, Ki-secb

This article is to explore the truth of representation and aesthetic
integrity revealed in Amtaedn, written by Song, Ki-Sock. It is a main
peasant novel of Korean hterature that shaped a historical event, happened
in the island Amtaedo.

In the novel, Song emphasized purity and unity of peasants, and
disclosured exploitation and trick of landowners. Moreover, he regarded the
aesthetic integrity of writer to be verv high. Aesthetic integrity, a term of
Georg Lukéics, constitute a night consciousness that is founded on objectivicy
of realism. Seo, Dae-Seok, problematic character embodied in the novel,
speaks for consciousness of writer who is an intellectual. He awakens
peasants exploited by a landlord and lives up to his own beliefs.

Amtaedo is a realist novel that offers histerical truth and incamates a
popular idea. As a realist, Song who practises dialectical portrayal is
contrasted with superficial naturalisttc  writers who record immediate
experiences. He knows how to describe peasant passions and their
relationship to the totality of social life. Therefore, Amfagedo internalized an
ideology of the laboring classes is a realist novel that is accompanied by
the truth of representation.
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