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Abstract
A Study of Whang Dongkyu's Poems

Ha Eung-Bag

This Study is focusing on the problem of time division in Whang,
Dongkyu's poems and the characteristics in each period.

Whang, Dongkyu started his literarvy career by publishing "October”(a
poemn) and "Delightful Letter”(a poem) in 1958, He has published morc than
430 poems so far. His literary world would be divided into 4 periods.

1st period : from “"One Fine Day”(1961) to "Elegies"{1965)
2nd period @ "Songs of Peace™(1968), "Yul-ha Diary"(1972) and "I Feel
Like Rolling Wheels Whenever 1 See Them”(1978)
3rd peried @ "Beware  of  the  Alligatar?'(1986),  "Going 1o
- Moloon-dae”(1991),  the middle part of  "Aerial
Sepulture”(1996) and "Grand Wind of Misi-ryoung”(1993)
4th period : the latter part of "Aerial Sepulture”(1996), ”Alien”(1997),
“Love Songs Following Berkely Style”(2000)

His works of the 1st period are romantic lyrics. Works of the 2Znd period
arc poetry of social allegories and show how totalitarianism warps each
individual's senses. In his 3rd period which was represented by “Aerial
Sepulture”, Whang accepted both of life and death. His "accepling” would be
interpreted as the accepting death as the generation of rationalism. In his 4th
period, Whang paid his atrention to the question, "what kind of beings poets
are?” His "ontology of poets” were influenced by oriental Zen tradition.

Also, Whang is a poet of changes. The "changes” are nol exceptional or
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radical ones but ones full of logical comsistency. Thus, the changes in
Whang's poems are all new births which are great progresses of Korean
poetry. That 1s why his poetry could represent the history of Korean poetry.

The following studies of Whang's poems should take more notice of the
side of contents, and furthermore, should be related to the problem of

modemity in Korean poetry.
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