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Abstract

A Study on the Utopian Consciousness of
Shin, Seok-Jeong’s Poetry

Kim Kyung-Bok

This article aims to cxamine the features of the utopian consciousness in
Shin, Seok-feong’s poems. It can be shown that the features of his ulopian
consciousness express themselves as two forms.

The first of them is the manifestation of opposite imagery as a critical
consciousness on  historical reality. If we see the images of his
representative work, "Distant Country,” they take on some forms, such as
freedom and peace, the land promising materialistic fruitfulness, but at the
same time the form of utoplan image invisible in historical reality. The
utopian image of "Distant Country” have to be regarded as his conscious
projection for superseding the lack of the real. In a sense, his poem is an
indirect criticism to the period under the rde of Japanese imperialism for it
Tepresents his hope that he wants to escape from the fascist reality and live
in his own world.

The second is the creation of a maternal space through the orientational
consciousness to maternity. This space is expressed as that of peace and
stability, such as white sand, hill, murmuring waves, leaves of nodding
grass and s¢ on

In particular, this space has meaning to bring up new lifc with tolerance
and love by staging the female beings including mother. In that sense, the
feminity in his poems is seen to take on an alternative form to cope with
the fascist world of imperialism. It also combines with the ecological
consciousness of nature in that sense that it tends to advance toward the

harmony and coexistence.
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