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Abstract

A Mordern Transformation on the Ondal Tale;
A Comparative Study of Choi In-Hun's Ondal
with the Ondal Tale

Jeong Chan-Young

This article is one of the studies that is finding a mordern significance of
the tales. First of all, I'd like to disclose a mordern transformation on th_e
Ondal tale and its significance here.

Choi In-Hun has taken a subject matter from the Ondal tale in
Samguksagi and rewrtten it in order to intensify and extend its tragedy.
Transforrnations in the structure of Ondal are as follows.

The first place, a main character is altered a princess into Ondal in
Choi's Ondal. As a result, the tale takes a complete form of the biography
and its tragic effect is heighten.

The second, the separation of Ondal from a fairy, or Ondal from a
princess is related with ‘the primal separation’, which is the human’s
tragedy. Paradoxically, their repetitive separations go with their perpetual
meetings. After Ondal’s death, ‘the princess’ death is the final meeting and a
completion of the tragedy. But the tragedy is complicated, because her death
is not of her own will

The third, Choi’s Ondal concludes into the dream story. Qutwardly the
dream is in opposition with the reality, but inwardly they are united in the
tragedy. As a result, this conclusion gets much far tragic effect.

The fourth, the writer puts the motif of ‘Gangsa legend’ and ‘Agigangsa
legend’ in the main storv. Therefore, Ondal’s tragedy is much more

mtensified and extended.
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The cases as above is not worked individually, but by cooperating with

on another for its tragic effect. That is Ondal's excellence.
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