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Abstract

Korean Literature in Soviet Kazakhstan and
The Role of Playwright Han Jin (1931-1993)

Kim Phil~Young

The Korean literature in Soviet Kazakhstan is defined as the works
published by Korean writers in Soviet Kazakhstan. It is written in their
national language for the Korean readers. It is natural to consider the
beginning of the Korean literature in Soviet Kazakhstan to be in 1938, when
the Koreans, who were deported from the Soviet Far East, established the
Korean daily newspaper the Lenin Kichl in Kzyl-Orda. Taking into account
the tendency of the social circumstances and the works published in the
Lenin Kichi, we can divide the period of the Korean literature i Soviet

Kazakhstan as follows:

1) The period of introduction: From the establishment of the Lenin Kichi
in 1938 uptil 1953. The Soviet authorities strictly condemned the
Korean language and culture. '

2) The period of edification: From 194, when the Lenin Kichi was promoted
to its status as the republican paper of the Soviet Kazakhstan, until 1985.
The deported Koreans had finally attained the USSR citizenship and had
devoted themselves to the construction and development of the Kazakh
Soviet Socialist Republic. The Authors Press published several collections
of Korean literary works.

3) The period of development: From the start of the Perestroika and
Glasnost in 1986 until 1990. Thanks to the somewhat loosened press
control, literary works reflecting the experience of the deported Koreans
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were published.

4) The period of transition: From 1991, when the title of the Lenin Kichi
was changed to the Koryo Ilbo and the Soviet Socialist Republic of
Kazakhstan proclzimed its independence after the collapse of the Soviet
Union, until 1997, which marked the 60th anniversarv of the
deportation of Koreans to Kazakhstan. The social circumstances
became favorable for the writers, but there weren't amy Soviet
Koreans who were capable of creative writing in their national

language.

Han Jin (1931-1993), who was a native writer from the Peoples Republic
of Korea, asked for political asylum in the mid 1930s, when he was studying
at the Entire Unions' State Institute of Cinematography(Vsesoyuznyi
Gosudarstvennyi Institur Kinomatografii, VGIK) in Moscow. He made his
literary debut through the Lenin Kichi during the period of edification of the
Korean literature in Soviet Kazakhstan, At the end of the transition period,
he played an tmportant role in the history of the Korean literature in Soviet
Kazakhstan as a playwrnght, short story wrter, and a translator of
international playvs. After graduating from the VGIK institute in 1958, he
first worked as an editor-in-chief of the Bamaul Regional Television
Network In the Sovier Union. In 1963, he moved to Kzyl-Orda to work at
the department of literature as a journalist of the Lenin Kichi. At the Lenin
Kichi he published short storles and essays. At the Republican Korean
Theater or Choson Kukchang in Kzyl-Orda, he presented foreign plays,
which he had translated into Korean. His literary abilities as a translator of
plays were recognized by the Korean literary world in Soviel Kazakhstan.

Soon after he was invited by the Republican Korean Theater in 1963, and
was nominated to be the director of the literary department. In his
presentation of “Uihu Omoni”(Stepmother), he expressed the tragedy caused
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by the rupture of a Soviet Korean family. He portrayed the rmoral problems
facing the Soviet Korean society. The success of the “Uibu Omoni” gave
the author a stepping—stone to become an internationally renowned
plavwright. He tramslated foreign plays and presented them at the
Republican Kerean Theater. Through his translations, he contributed to the
preservation of the Korean dialect used in Soviet Kazakhstan known as
Koryomal. During his lifetime he wrote 12 plays such as “Yanghbanjon”(Life
of an Aristocrate), “Pongi Kim Sondal”(The Phoenix Kim Sondal), “San
Pucho’(The Living Buddha), “Namurul Hundulii Mara”(Don't Shake the
Tree), etc. All of them were presented at the Republican Korean Theater.
His plays are primarily based on either historical or folk themes of the
Korean people. His works helped the Koreans in Soviet Kazalhstan realize
their national culture and identity.

By the end of 1980, the control of press has loosened to some degree by
the Perestroika and (Glasnost. Han Jin published short stories such as
“Kongpo™(Fear) and “Kugossul Mworago Purununji”(What People call the
Place?), in which the author's national conscience is reflected. In “Kongpo”,
the author describes a fragment of the Korean historv in relation to the
cultural oppression, which the Koreans in Soviet Kazakhstan experienced
after their deportation. Through his stories, he depicted the national spirit of
the Koreans who were deported to Soviet Kazakhstan to the younger
generations. In spite of the severe policy of the Soviet Union they promoted
the preservation of their national culture without the fears of execution. In
“Kugossul Mworago Purununji?”, the author expresses symbolic nostalpia
for the native village to which he could never return to. His work expressed
Korean national traditions that represented the author’s national conscience.
He worried that the national language and culture would be forgotten within
the Korean community of Soviet Kazakhstan. An ald Korean woman once

said in her last days, “The place where people are born is called a native
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village, but what do people call the place where people die and are buried?”.
Unfortunately this Korean woman not able to be bured in her native soil
due to the deportation of thousands of Koreans like her. This sort of
statement sparked many Koreans in Soviet Kazakhstan to reevaluate their
national heritage.

Throughout the history of Kazakhstan there hasn't been a greater
advocate in the development of the Korean community and its literary
soclety in Soviet Kazakhstan than Han Jin. During his lifetime, Han Jin

acoomplished four main things:

1) The promotion of literary awareness among the younger Korean
generation in Soviet Kazakhstan(emphasis on the Korean language).

2) The movement towards the preservation and development of the
national language through the translation of foreign plays in Korean.

3) Imspiring of the national conscience through the Korean historical
events or folklore used in his literary works.

4) The development and training of young Koreans in Soviet Kazakhstan

interested in the literary field.

Han Jin confributed to the change in the lives of thousands of Soviet
Koreans in Kazakhstan in search of their true identities. Through the works
by such great and dedicated writers, as Han Jin, the Soviet Koreans had a
chance to reclaim what was long lost and forgotten. The Korean heritage
and language that was once condemned, had a chance to become resurrected
in modern day Kazakhstan. In closing, my question to you is this: “What do

people call the place where pecple die and are buried?”.
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